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TOM TAT

Bai viét tong thuat va hé thong hoa ba khuynh huéng nghién ctru chu yéu ctaa van
hoc d6 thi trén thé gidi: (1) Y niém hién dai tinh — xem d6 thi nhu biéu teeong cua
van minh cong nghiép va trai nghiém hién dai; (2) Phé phan chinh tri, khong gian —
coi d6 thi 1a san pham cuia quyén luc, noi tai san xuat va khang cy cac trat tu xa hoi;
(3) Thuc hanh d6 thi, so sanh toan cau - nhdn manh trai nghiém sdng, tinh lai ghép
va mang ludi xuyén bién gidi cua van hod d6 thi. Tt viéc hé thong hod ba hudng
ti€p can nay, bai viét phac thao mot khung tham chiéu ly thuyét cho nghién cttu van
hoc d6 thi theo hudng lién nganh, dong thoi goi mo kha nang van dung vao nghién

ctru van hoc Viét Nam hién dai.

Tt khoa: Hién dai tinh, khong gian d6 thi, nghién cttu d6 thi, phé binh khéng gian,

van hoc d6 thi.

1. DAT VAN PE

Trong tién trinh hién dai hod ctia nhan loai, d6 thi khong chi la khong gian cu tra
va san xuat, ma con la trung tam biéu twgng ctia van minh hién dai. Su troi day ctia cac
d6 thi tir thé ky XIX da kéo theo nhitng bién ddi sau sic trong cam quan thim my, kinh
nghiém sdng va cau trac tinh than cua con nguoi. Cang tir d6 dén nay, van hoc doé thi
da tré thanh moét hudng nghién ctru quan trong, phan anh méi quan hé gitra vin hoc va
thanh phd’— noi tap trung nhiing trai nghiém ddc thu ctia thoi hién dai. Tt tong quan cac
cong trinh nghién ctu trén thé gidi, cd thé nhan thay tu duy vé van hoc do thi khong
phat trién theo mot tuyén tinh don nhat ma hinh thanh qua nhiéu 16p ti€p can va doi
thoai lién nganh. Trong qua trinh tim hiéu cac tai liéu, ching t6i nhan thay cac nghién
cttu 0 nudc ngoai chu yéu tap trung 6 ba khuynh hudng tiéu biéu, thé hién nhiing truc
van dong chinh cta tu duy phé binh van hoc d6 thi hién nay.
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2. NOI DUNG
2.1. Khuynh hudng lich st - hién dai tinh

Khuynh huwéng lich st - hién dai tinh 1a nén tang dau tién trong nghién ctru van
hoc d6 thi, gan lién véi qua trinh c6ng nghiép hod va hinh thanh y thitc c4 nhan trong
doi song thanh thi tir thé ky XIX. Cac hoc gia nhw Raymond Williams, Richard Lehan,
Marshall Berman, Walter Benjamin... xem d6 thi nhw la trung tdm hién dai tinh — noi con
nguoi vira trai nghiém tu do, tdc d9, anh sang vira d6i mat voi sy phan manh va tha hoa.
Tt &6, van hoc d6 thi dwoc coi nhw mot dién ngon cua kinh nghiém hién dai, phan anh
st chuyén hod sau séc trong cam thitc con ngudi vé khong gian, thoi gian va ban nga.

Tac gia Raymond Williams trong cudn sach The Country and the City (N6ng thon
va Thanh thi) xudt ban vao ndm 1973 da tién hanh phan tich vin hod, dot pha nghién
cttu cac khai niém van hoa vé nong thon va thanh thi trong van hoc. Day la mot trong
nhitng cong trinh nén tang cho nghién cttu van hoc d6 thi, dong thoi cdp doi lip (country
<-> city) git vai tro quan trong nhat trong ly thuyét van hoa thé ky XX. Trong cdng trinh
nghién cttu nay, tac gia mudn tra 10i cau hoi: Trong van hoc Anh, hinh anh néng thon
va do6 thi dugc hinh thanh nhu thé nao va chiing phan anh gi vé sy bién doi cua xa hoi
tw ban tir thé ky XVI dén XX? Williams phén tich bdi canh lich s, van hod va tudng
twong vé su doi lap gitra thanh thi va nong thon, tir Jane Austen dén cac tac gia hién dai
nhu Zadie Smith. Theo Raymond Williams: “Sw d6i ldp giita nong thon va do thi la mot
trong nhitng hinh thirc chii yéu dé ching ta y thirc vé sw thay doi cua xd hji” (The contrast
between country and city is one of the major forms in which we become conscious of
change in our society) [7, tr.1]. Ong cho rang viéc miéu ta thanh phd trong van hoc phan
&nh nhitng thay ddi kinh t& va xa hoi sau sac. Déc biét trong phan II ctia cudn sach — The
Experience of the City (Trai nghiém d6 thi), tac gia doc sau cac tdc pham cta Defoe,
Dickens, Blake, Wordsworth, T.S.Eliot... d€ chi ra rrimg do thi la khong gian cuia mau thudn
hién dgi tinh: giau sang - ngheéo khd, van minh - tdi 16i, tw do - cd don. Thanh phd viea duwoc
xem la khong gian ctia quyén lwc, tri thirc va co hoi, viea la khong gian cua cd Idp, béc 1ot va
nhitng madt mdt (The city has been as a place of power, knowledge and opportunity, but
also as a place of isolation, exploitation and loss) [7, tr.155]. Pay la cong trinh nghién ctru
c6 anh huéng sau sic téi David Harvey, Marshall Berman... khi nghién cttu vé van dé
do6 thi trong van hoc.

Trong cudn sach co tua dé The City in Literature: An Intellectual and Cultural History
(Thanh phd trong van hoc: Lich st tri tué va van hod) xuat ban nam 1998, tac gia Richard
Lehan da chi ra thanh phd trong van hoc phuwong Tay chuyén tir hinh twong polis (thanh
bang cd dién - coi trong trat ty dao diec - chinh tri) sang metropolis (dai d6 thi - dac trung
v6i dong luu chuyén hang hoa, dam dong, cong nghé) khién chu thé trong tiéu thuyét
phan manh va bi cuén vao 16 - gic hién dai hoa. Tiéu thuyét do thi vira la kho luvu triv
kinh nghiém thanh thi vtra 1a cong cu phé phan quyén luc khong gian va sy bat binh
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dang. Day 1a cong trinh nghién ctru cdng phu khao st sy hinh thanh va bién ddi ctia
hinh tuwong d6 thi trong van chuong phuong Tay tir thoi cd dai dén thoi hién dai. Richard
Lehan tap trung tra 10i cau hoi: Thanh phd da dwgc tudng tuong, biéu tuwong hoa va viét
vé nhu thé nao trong van hoc qua cac thoi dai? Ong xem d6 thi nhw mot dn du vin minh
(metaphor of civilization) - noi ma moi chuyén dong lich st, tri thitc va tam ly con nguoi
hién dai hoi tu. Trong cudn sach nay, Lehan da két hop phé binh van hoc véi lich st d6
thi, kién trac va triét hoc dé€ nghién cttu vé lich st tu twong va van hoa vé thanh phd
trong van hoc phwong Tay tir ¢d - trung dai dén hién dai - hau hién dai. Péng gop 1on
nhat cua tac gia Richard Lehan trong cudn sach nay la da thiét lap mot khung lién nganh
dé€ doc thanh phd nhw cdu triic biéu nghia trong van hoc. Tac gia da hé thdng hod duoc cac
mo tip d6 thi nhu dam dong, 4nh sang, mé 19, ngoai vi va cho thdy cach ching tao hinh
nhan vat, cot truyén va giong diéu hién dai tao thanh mot ban do tri tué cua do thi trong
van chwong. Cong trinh nay gitup hinh thanh ly thuyét vin hoc dé thi (urban literary
theory) rat quan trong cho nghién cttu van hoc viét vé do thi thé ky XX va XXL

Nha xa hoi hoc - triét gia nguoi My Marshall Berman trong cudn sach All That Is
Solid Melts into Air: The Experience of Modernity (Moi thit tudng nhu bén viing roi cling
tan bién vao hu vo - Trai nghiém vé hién dai tinh) xuét ban lan dau vao ndm 1983 da
muon cau noi Tat cd moi thir v6i ciing tan bién vao hiw vo (All that is solid melts into air) tt
Tuyén ngon Cong san (1848) ctia Karl Marx va Friedrich Engels d€ phan tich trai nghiém
cua con nguoi hién dai - séng trong thoi dai luén chuyén dong, noi khong cé gi d€ o6n
dinh. Thanh phd lién tuc thay ddi, con nguoi mat goc, cd don gitta nhip sdng dd thi
nhung cling ttr d6 xudt hién nhitng kha nang sang tao va twe do moi. Tré thanh nguoi hién
dai nghia la song trong mot thé gioi hira hen nhitng cudc phiéu lweu, quyén lc, niém vui va sw
bién doi - nhung dong thoi, ludn de doa phd huy moi thit ta cd, ta biét va ta la (To be modern is
to find ourselves in an environment that promises us adventure, power, joy, growth,
transformation of ourselves and the world - and, at the same time, threatens to destroy
everything we have, everything we know, everything we are) [2, tr.15]. Cong trinh
nghién cttu nay da khop ndi phé binh van hoc voi dia chinh tri caa khong gian do thi,
duwa trai nghiém doi song thuong nhét (dwong cao toc, tai thiét do thi) vao phan tich van
chuong, mé dwong cho viéc nghién cttu van hod do thi lién nganh. Mot trong nhitng
déng gop noi bat nhat caa Berman la phin tich d6 thi nhiw hinh anh cu thé’ciia hién dai tinh.
Tac gia cling da chi ra thanh phd hién dai (modern city) la noi con nguwoi trai nghiém sau
sdc nhat sw bién doi, noi “moi th rin chic tan vao khong khi”, con ngueoi do thi viea bi tha
hod boi nhip song, viea tim thidy ban ngd moi trong khong gian dy. Baudelaire nhin doi song
Paris khong chi nhu canh vat ma nhw mot trdi nghiém tdm 1y phirc tap (chu thé cam thu
hién dai), St. Petersburg ctia Dostoevsky cho thdy d6 thi Nga nhw mé 1§ dao dirc, New
York ctia Robert Moses 1a minh chiing cho tdi cdu triic tan bgo. Berman tién hanh phan
tich cu thé o truong hop Baudelaire - Nha tho cua doi song hién dai (Baudelaire - The Poet
of Modern Life) trong chuong II - chwong trung tam va ndi tiéng nhat cua cong trinh
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nghién cttu. Tac gia xem Charles Baudelaire (1821 - 1867) 1a nguoi dau tién khong chi
song trong thoi hién dai ma con y thitc vé tinh hién dgi nhuw mot trang thai tinh than dong
thoi cting chi ra m6 hinh con nguoi hién dai trong do thi: vira tham gia, vira xa cach, vira
t0 mo, vira c6 ddc. Song trong thoi hién dai viea say mé, viea khiép so chinh thé'gioi ay (To be
modern is be both exhilarated and terrified by the same world) [2, tr.131].

Tém lai, ddc trung cua khuynh hudng tiép can lich st - hién dai tinh la cach doc
d6 thi nhw mot dn du vin minh, nhu biéu hién cua tién trinh hién dai hoa (Lehan), dong
thoi cha trong thi phap hién dai chti nghia — phan manh, dong y thttc, nhip do thi
(Berman). Thanh phd hién 1én qua nhitng cdp doi lap biéu tuwong: ndng thdn — do thi,
trung tam - ngoai vi, anh sang — bong t0i, qua d6 nguwoi doc nhan thay sy hinh thanh cua
chii thé' do thi - ké c6 don gitra dam dong, lac 16i trong mé 16 cuia hién dai tinh. Cac chu
dé trung tam ctia huwdéng nghién ctu nay thuwong xoay quanh: toc d6, dam déng, cam
gidc cd don gitta ddm ddng; su tan ra va ti tao cia ban sac cd nhan; vé dep thodng chdc
ctia do thi - noi moi gid tri dwoc san sinh va bi pha huy trong cung mot nhip.

Khuynh hudng lich st - hién dai tinh trong nghién cttu do6 thi co6 y nghia quan
trong & chd né khong tiép can d6 thi nhir mot thuc thé thuan tuy khong gian - ki thuat
ma nhu mot qua trinh lich st - van hoa xa h¢i. C4c hinh thitc d6 thi hoa gén chat véi
nhiing bién déi vé hién dai tinh, cha thé, thoi gian, khong gian va hé gia tri. Cach tiép
can nay cho phép xem d6 thi khong chi 1a noi tap trung dan cu va ha tang, ma la mot
truong lic hién dai, noi cac mo6 hinh van minh, dién ngdn quyén lic va cac hinh thiic
song hién dai duoc san sinh, thuwong luwong va xung dot.

Da6i véi nghién ctiru do thi trén thé giéi, khuynh hudng nay goép phan dich chuyén
trong tam tir cac mo6 hinh d6 thi hoa mang tinh pho quat, tuyén tinh (coi hién dai hoa
nhu mot tién trinh dong nhat) sang cac ti€p can nhan manh tinh da dang, tinh léch pha
va tinh khong dong b ctia hién dai tinh. Cac d6 thi khong con dwgc hiéu nhu ban sao
ctia mo hinh phwong Tay ma nhw nhitng khong gian noi hién dai tinh dwoc ban dia ho4,
lai ghép va tai ciu truc trong nhitng diéu kién lich stt, chinh tri, van hod cu thé. Nho do,
nghién cttu d6 thi chuyén tir viéc tim kiém mot mo hinh “chuan” sang viéc phan tich cac
hién dai tinh da dang (multiple modernities) va cac hinh thitc d6 thi hoa khac nhau.

Dai véi Viét Nam, khuynh hudng lich st - hién dai tinh c6 y nghia ddc biét vi
qua trinh d6 thi hoa dién ra trong boi canh thudc dia, ban thudc dia va chuyén ti€p hién
dai. O d6, hién dai tinh khong duoc hinh thanh theo cach ndi sinh va dong bo ma gén
véi quyeén luc thuc dan, s ap dat mo hinh phwong tay va cac qua trinh tiép nhan, khang
cy va lai ghép. Cach ti€p can nay cho phép nhin d6 thi Viét Nam nhu mot khong gian
thwong lugng hién dai tinh: cac gia tri chuan muc va hinh thiic séng méi va cham véi
truyén thong tao ra nhiing hinh thai hién dai tinh 1éch lac, nita voi hodc mau thuln. Dic
biét, khuynh hudng nay gitap ly giai vi sao d6 thi Viét Nam dau thé ky XX vira 1a trung
tam cta tién bd, vira 1a noi san sinh khiing hoang gia tri, bat binh ding va phan van
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minh. Thay vi xem nhitng hién tuwong nay lac hdu hay chwa kip hién dai, hudéng ti€p can
lich st - hién dai tinh cho phép hiéu ching nhw dic trung ciu tric caa hién dai tinh
thudc dia.

Céch doc nay co thé duwgc moé rong dé€ xem xét qua trinh chuyén hoa hinh tuong
Ha Noi va Sai Gon trong van hoc Viét Nam dau thé ky XX. Tt khong gian néng thon
truyén thong, do thi trd thanh noi kién tgo cam thirc hién dai, bi€u hién qua su thay doi
trong thaim my va dao dtc thi dan. Thanh phd, vi thé, vira la noi sinh thanh cia cdi maoi,
vtra la biéu tirgng cho sy d6' vo va lac hwéng ciia con ngueoi hién dgi.

2.2. Khuynh huéng khong gian phé phan — chinh tri d6 thi

Tt ntra sau thé ki XX, nghién ctru van hoc dd thi chuyén huwdéng sang cac dién
giai mang tinh khong gian va quyén lgc. Khuynh hudéng khong gian phé phéan — chinh
tri do thi chiu anh hwong manh mé tir tue twong cua David Harvey, Lefebvre, Edward
Soja... xem d06 thi nhw mgt khong gian dwoc kién tao boi cic quan hé xd hgi va quyén lyc. Van
hoc, trong cach nhin nay, khong chi miéu ta thanh phé ma con phan tw, chdt van cdu
triic d6 thi tw ban, phoi bay sw bat binh dang, kiém soat va kha nang khang cu ctia cu
dan thanh thi.

Trong cudn sach The Production of Space (Su san xudt khong gian) (1974 - dich ra
tiéng Anh ndm 1991), tac gia Henri Lefebvre da khang dinh mot luan diém then chét:
Khong gian xd hoi la san phdm ciia xd hdi (Social space is a social product [5, tr.26]). Quan
diém nay da mo ra mot cudc cach mang tw duy trong nghién ctru van hoa va vén hoc:
khong gian khong chi la phdng nén cho cac hoat dong xa héi hay van hoc ma con 1a két
qua cta qua trinh san xudt va chiém linh y nghia. Vi thé, van hoc d6 thi khong chi phan
anh thanh phd ma chinh la mét hinh thiee tdi san xudt khong gian —noi ngdn ngtt, ky hiéu,
biéu twgng va cam xuc ctia con ngwoi tham duw vao qua trinh kién tao d6 thi vé mat tinh
than va teong tuong. Theo d6, Lefebvre chia khong gian thanh ba binh dién co ban: Thi
nhat la khong gian thwe hanh/ trai nghiém/ dwoc siv dung (spatial practice) la khong gian cta
doi song thuong nhat, noi con nguoi sinh hoat, di chuyén, lao dong va giao ti€p, tao nén
cdu trac song va van hanh thuec t€ cua d6 thi; Tha hai la khong gian dwoc thiét ké/ y niém
hod (representations of space) chinh la khong gian cta tw duy, quy hoach, quyén luec, tac
la khong gian dugc thiét ké theo tw duy va quyén luwc xa hoi, thé hién quyén luc va y do
kiém soat xa hoi. Khong gian dwgc kién tao la loai khong gian chi phdi trong bat ki xd hdi nao. ..
né hién thin cho quyén lyc va kiém sodt (Conceived space is the dominant space in any
society... it embodies relations of power and control)[5, tr.39]; Thit ba la khong gian duwoc
song/ biéu tirong (representational of spaces) chinh la khong gian ctia ky tc, biéu tuong,
cam xuc, tudng tuong, ton tai trong van hoc, nghé thuat, tam ly, trai nghiém cha quan,
la binh dién sang tao va giau tinh khang cw. Khong gian dwoc song ton tai qua cic hinh anh
va biéu twgng gin lien, vi vdy dé la khong gian ciia cw din va nguoi st dung (Representational
spaces are lived through associated images and symbols and hence the space of
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inhabitants and users) [5, tr.39]). Diém quan trong trong ly thuyét cua Lefebvre chinh la
khong gian khong phai cai cd sdn ma la sdn phadm xa hoi, duoc tao ra boi thiee hanh s6ng,
quyeén luc, quy hoach va trai nghiém tinh than ctia con nguoi. Ba binh dién nay khong
ton tai tach biét ma luén chong lan va twong tac. Du tu twong ctia Lefebvre khong truc
ti€p ban vé van hoc nhung né da mé ra cach doc thanh phé nhu mét van ban: c6 cau
tric, c6 dién ngdn, c6 nhitng tang y nghia an — hién. Do &6, vin hoc d6 thi chinh i sy viét
lgi d6 thi qua viéc lwa chon hinh anh, nhip diéu ngon ttt, di€ém nhin va giong ké. Tt nén
tang nay, tac gia mo rong khai niém Quyén doi voi thanh phd’(The Right to the City): Quyén
doi v6i mot thanh phd’ giong nhw mot tiéhg kéu va mot sw doi héi... N6 la mgt quyén dwgc chuyén
hod va diwoc d6i méi doi voi doi song do thi (The right to the city is like a cry and demand...
It is a transformed and renewed right to urban life) [5, tr.158]. D6 1a quyén thuoc vé
nhiing cw dan truc tiép song, lao dong va sit dung khong gian do thi, ddc biét la cac
nhom bi gat ra bén 18, nham doi lai quyén tham gia vao qua trinh san xuat khong gian
va quyén chiém dung thanh phd trude sy chiém doat cta tw ban va quyeén luc ky tri. Van
hoc d6 thi khi miéu ta hodc phé phan sy mat mat caa quyén dwgc song trong dé thi (bi day
ra ngoai vi, bi do thi hod twdc doat ky tec) chinh 1a dang thiec hién chitc ndng phan tu va
nhan van hod khong gian - diéu ma Lefebvre coi 1a can thiét d€ chong lai tinh cong cu
hoa ctia thanh phd tuw ban.

Tac gia David Harvey trong cong trinh nghién cttu Paris - Capital of Modernity
(Paris — Thti d6 ctia hién dai tinh) xudt ban ndgm 2003 tim cach giai thich vi sao va bang
cach nao Paris tro thanh thit d6 ciia tinh hién dai trong thé ky XIX - khong chi vé kién truc
va quy hoach ma con trong nghé thuat, van hoc va y thitc xa hoi. Paris thé’ky XIX la thi
do cua tinh hién dai khong chi vi né la trung tdm cua d6i méi vin hod ma con vi né tré thanh
phong thi nghiém ciia doi song do thi hién dai (Paris in the nineteenth century was the capital
of modernity not simply because it was the center of cultural innovation, but because it
became the laboratory of modern urban life) [3, tr.16]. Trong chwong V va VI cua cudn
sach, Harvey lién hé su thay doi khong gian voi chuyén bién trong y thirc va nghé thuat.
Baudelaire voi Les Fleurs du Mal (Nhitng bong hoa ac) ghi nhan sy ¢6 don va phtut phiém
trong d6 thi; Manet, Degas, Monet vé canh phd xa, quan ca phé, nha hat - my hoc cua su
thoang chdc (fleeting beauty). Ong goi day 1a cdm thitc hién dgi tinh (the sense of
modernity) - noi con ngwoi vira hiing khoi vira hoang mang. “Con nguoi do thi hoc cach
song vai sy khong 6n dinh, coi d6 la trang théi tw nhién cta thé gidi hién dai” [3, tr.92].
Harvey véi nén tang Marxist va tiép n6i tu tuong ctia Henri Lefebvre, chi ra rang hién
dai tinh cta Paris la san pham ctia twe ban hod khong gian. S tai cau tric thanh phd dong
thoi 1a tai cdu trac quyeén lyc: khong gian tiéu dung, phan tang xa hoi, kiém soat cuw dan.
Day 1a nguon goc cta céi goi la urban alienation (tha hoa do thi) - cha dé xuyén sudt van
hoc hién dai. Cach Harvey doc Paris gitip chting ta hiéu vin hoc dé thi nhw dién ngon ciia
kinh nghiém hién dai — noi nha van quan sat, cdm nhan va phé phan nhip song tu ban
trong thanh phd.
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C6 thé thdy, phé binh van hoc do thi theo hudng nay tap trung vao viéc doc vin
ban nhw thye hanh khong gian: truy tim cach ngoén ngtt van hoc tai hién; td chirc va chat
van nhiing trat tu khong gian hién hitru. Cac dién ngon vé quy hoach, dai 16 hay kién
tric tré thanh cong cu quyeén lye dong thoi ciing la chi dé phan khang va tai chiém trong
van chwong. Nhu Harvey da khang dinh, d6 thi la dau truong ciia ky ke, quyén luc va kha
ndang mo twéng vé cong dong con van hoc cd thé trd thanh ngoén ngir phé phin chong lai
nhitng cdu truc thong tri ay. Nhitng nga ré quan trong trong khuynh huéng khong gian
phé phan — chinh tri d6 thi nay bao gom: phéan tich quyén d6i véi thanh phd (Harvey) -
noi van hoc cat tiéng ndi cho nhitng cha thé bi twdc doat quyén chiém hitu va dinh danh
khong gian; phé phan quy hoach d6 thi nhu ha tang cua su giam sat va phan tang xa
hoi; lién két my hoc va chinh tri hoc - tit phéng nén d6 thi dén cau trac quyeén lyc trong
c6t truyén, giong ké va nhan vat.

Khi doc Ha Nai thudc dia hodc Sai Gon can - hau thudc dia, huéng nghién ctru
nay cho phép xem thanh phdé nhu phong thi nghiém ciia quyén lyc - noi nha van phoi bay
sw chiém hitu, phan tang va khat vong tai thiét khong gian song. Van hoc do6 thi Viét
Nam vi thé c6 thé duoc hiéu nhu mot hinh thitc phin bién xd hoi — cling la noi tiéng ndi
ctia nhitng ting 16p bén 1é (dan ngheo, nguoi nhap cu, phu nit...) dwgc khang dinh nhu
quyén dwoc hién di¢n va tdi dinh nghia khong gian thanh pho.

2.2.  Khuynh huéng thuc hanh d6 thi - so sanh toan cau

Budc sang thé ky XXI, trong bdi canh toan cau hoa va di dong xuyén van hoa,
nghién cttu van hoc d6 thi mé rong theo hudng thue hanh va so sanh toan cau. Cac cong
trinh nghién cttu ctia Matthew Beaumont, Deborah L. Parsons... cho thdy d6 thi khong
con 1a ddc quyén ciia phwong Tdy ma la mot mang lwéi trai nghiém phd qudt, da dang, noi cac
thue hanh song, di cu va tuwong tuong van hoc giao thoa. Khuynh hwéng nay dat trong
tam vao su lai ghép, két ndi va tinh lién d6 thi trong van hoc dwong dai dong thoi khang
dinh kha nédng tai dinh nghia d6 thi tt nhiing ngoai bién van hoa; coi thanh pho la mot
mang luwdi trai nghiém — noi ky tic, than thé va cam xac kién tao nén biéu tuong cua doi
song d6 thi xuyén bién gioi.

Khi tim hiéu cdc cong trinh nghién ctru vé van dé do thi trong van hoc, ching t6i
bat gdp mot cong trinh tdng hop d6 s6 gom 2 tap véi hon 1000 muc tir do Ray Hutchison
bién tap cung voi hon 200 hoc gia qudc t€ ¢ tén goi Encyclopedia of Urban Studies (Bach
khoa toan thw vé nghién ctru d6 thi). Cuén bach khoa nhim gidi thiéu toan dién cac khai
niém, ly thuyét, nhan vat va truong phéi nghién ctru vé do thi trong nhiéu linh vyc nhw
xa hoi hoc d6 thi; nhan hoc d6 thi; quy hoach, kién trtc, dia ly nhan vén; van hod hoc va
truyén thong do thi... Trong d6, chung t6i ddt sw quan tdm nhiéu nhat dén muc Urban
Literature (Van hoc do6 thi) cua tac gia Deborah L. Parsons - xuat hién trong Encyclopedia
of Urban Studies (Bach khoa toan thu vé nghién cttu do thi), tap 2 tir trang 887 dén trang
891 (Theo SAGE Reference PDF). Tac gia Parsons cho réng van hoc d6 thi la mot nhanh
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cta van hoc, ldy thanh phd’lam khong gian trung tam cua trai nghiém con nguoi. “Vin hoc do
thi bién thanh phd vdt chit thanh thanh phd biéu twong - noi chira dung ham mudn, lo du va
tirong twong” (Urban literature transforms the material city into a symbolic city - a site of
desire, anxiety and imagination) [4, tr.888]). Ttr thé ky XIX, do thi tro thanh biéu twong
cta hién dai tinh (modernity) véi cac nha van 1én nhu Charles Baudelaire, Edgar Allan
Poe, Charles Dickens, James Joyce, Franz Kafka... Nha nghién cttu cling chi ra cac chu
dé cot16i ctia van hoc do thi: Toc dj va dong diic (Thanh phé nhuw dong chay khong ngling
ctia dam dong, xe cd, anh sang, am thanh; Cé don va tha hod (Con ngwoi bi lac 1ong gitra
dam dong, xa roi ban thé); Nhin thirc méi (Thanh phd kich hoat mét cdm quan mai vé
thoi gian, khdng gian va ban nga, phan anh trong ki thuat dong y thtc, cat dung, phan
manh. Nghién cttu nay thé hién modern condition - tinh trang con nguoi trong thé gidi
cong nghiép, ky tri, phi nhan va di dong. Thanh pho khong chi la béi canh ma con la nhin
vdt trung tdm ctia van hoc hién dai.

Mot hudng ti€p can quan trong khac trong nghién cttu van hoc d6 thi la xu hudéng
tdi két noi ly thuyét d6 thi véi phin tich hinh thirc va trdai nghiém vin hoc, tiéu biéu 1a cong
trinh Modern Urban Theory and the Study of Literature (Ly thuyét d6 thi hién dai va nghién
ctru van hoc) caa Jason Finch. Trong nghién cttu nay, Finch khong xay dung mot ly
thuyét do thi méi theo nghia hep ma thuc hién mét cong viéc mang tinh hé thong va
phuwong phap luan: tdi cdu triic toan bg lich sie tw duy d6 thi hién dai (tir thé ky XIX dén cudi
thé ky XX) nhim xac lap co so ly luan virng chic cho viéc doc van hoc, dic biét 1a tiéu
thuyét nhw mot hinh thirc tri thitc vé do thi. Déng gop no6i bat nhat cua Finch la ¢ viéc mo
rong pham vi ly thuyét d6 thi duoc van dung trong nghién cttu van hoc. Khac véi xu
hudng pho bién von thién vé cac ly thuyét khong gian hau cau tric ctia Phap (Lefebvre,
Foucault, Certeau...), Finch chu dong dua vao d6i thoai mot pho rong cac truyén thong
tw tuwdng do thi thudc dong Dirc va Anglo — American, tir Engles, Simmel dén Mumford,
Jacobs va Chicago School. Qua d6, 6ng cho thdy nhiéu mo hinh tw duy vé d6 thi von
hinh thanh trong quy hoach, xa h¢i hoc va dia ly hoc c6 mai lién hé sau sdc vé6i su ra doi
va phat trién cta tiéu thuyét hién dai, dac biét 1a tiéu thuyét hién thuc va hién dai chu
nghia.

Céch tiép can nay gitp nghién ctru van hoc khoi phuc gia tri ctia cac dién ngon do
thi gén vOi trdi nghiém song cu thé ctia con ngwoi thanh thi. Quan trong hon, Finch khrfmg
dinh tiéu thuyét khong chi phan dnh thanh phd ma con c6 kha nang ndm bét va biéu dat
nhitng phuwong dién ¢t 16i ctia doi séng d6 thi hién dai nhw tinh ngau nhién, phan manh,
da thanh va mau thuan - nhitng yéu t6 thuong bi gian Iwoc trong cdc md hinh quy hoach
va dién ngon khoa hoc. Tir d6, dng dé xuat cach nhin van hoc nhw mot hinh thitc ghi chép
do thi mang tinh nhan van, noi trai nghiém ca nhan va doi song thuong nhat troé thanh
chia khda d€ hiéu ban chét cuia thanh pho hién dai. Tuy nhién, cach ti€p can cua Finch
chti yéu tap trung vao truc do thi Ty Au - Bdc My va cac dai do thi trung tam, do d6
chua mo rong day du sang cac bsi canh d6 thi ngoai bién va phi phuwong Tay. Dau vay,
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cong trinh ctia Jason Finch ¢6 y nghia quan trong trong viéc tao 1lap mot khung ly thuyét
tich hop, goi mo kha nang van dung linh hoat ly thuyét d6 thi vao nghién ctu tiéu thuyét
0 nhitng khong gian van hoa - lich stt khac trong d6 c6 van hoc do thi Viét Nam.

Dau nam 2015, xuat hién mot cong trinh nghién ctru ¢6 tén goi Nightwalking: A
Nocturnal History of London (Dao budc trong dém: Lich s Luan Dén vé dém) cua
Matthew Beaumont - mot tdc pham sau rong vé trai nghiém d6 thi London vé dém tur
thoi trung cd dén thoi hién dai. Beaumont di qua lich stt dém ctia London va cdch di bg
ban dém (night - walking) tré thanh biéu hién van hod, xa hoi ctia thanh thi. Tac gia phat
hién ban dém tr¢ thanh khong gian khac vdi ban ngay: vira chita thi vui vira chita nguy
co, phan chiéu sy phan tang xa hoi 16 rét hon (nguoi giau/nguoi ngheo, nguoi du
hanh/nguoi lang thang). Beaumont khao sat nhiéu tac gia noi tiéng nhu Charles Dickens,
William Blake, Thomas De Quincey, Shakespeare... dé& chi ra rang viéc lang thang ban
dém la trai nghiém do thi quan trong, mang tinh sang tac va y thitc xa hoi cao. N6 kich
hoat cam quan khac biét: sy im ldng, bong t6i, khoang trong - khién con nguoi thanh thi
nhin thdy thanh phd theo mot cach khac phan tinh hon. Ban dém con lam 16 rd hon
nhitng bat 6n xa hoi: nguoi vo gia cu, nguoi lang thang, khu 6 chudt, quan ruou trong
khi ban ngay ¢ thé che gidu. Night - walking (sw di bd ban dém) la hinh thirc phan khing
hodc nhin thiy khdc ctia thanh thi hién dai - ngwroi lang thang ban dém thwong bi gat ra
ngoai doi song chinh thitc nhung lai nhin thdy thanh thi von bj che khudt. Beaumont két
luan rﬁing ban dém cta thanh thi Ia mat khac ctia d6 thi - noi chua ky ttc, c6 don, khat
vong va ca nhitng d6 v, that vong. Cong trinh nghién cttu nay cung cap khung ly thuyét
cho khong gian do thj ban dém - mot khia canh it dwoc cha y trong nghién cttu van hoc
thanh thi. N6 con cho thdy cach van hoc thanh thi khai thac trai nghiém ban dém dé€ phé
phan xa hdi, phan anh than phan con ngwoi do thi.

C6 thé thay, biéu hién chinh ctia hudng ti€p can thuc hanh do thi - so sanh toan ciu
la tap trung vao viéc doc thirc hanh do thi (urban practices) nhu di b9, di cw, tiéu dung,
am thuc hay nhip séng ngay — dém. Dao budc trong dém (Nightwalking) tro thanh dn du
cho viéc nhidn thirc lai khong gian do thi tir gc nhin bén [é - noi ngoai bién va trung tam giao
thoa, noi ma cac hinh thitc s6ng bi gat ra ngoai trat ty xa hoi dé€ kién tao nén tham my
riéng. O Beaumont, di b ban dém khong chi 1a hanh vi lang thang ma con 1a hanh vi
nhdn thirc va khang cuw, 1am 10 ra mat khuat caa trat ty dao dic va giai cap. Cach ti€p can
nay mo rong hudng nghién cru van hoc do thi theo nhiéu binh dién: So sanh lién do thi
- két n6i London, Paris, New York véi Ha Noi, Sai Gon, xem xét sy dich chuyén ctia hinh
tong va dién ngdn do thi trong dong chay toan cau; Lién hé vin hoa in &n va truyén
thong dai chung (bao chi, tiéu thuyét, thi treong in an...) nhu phuong tién hinh thanh
cam quan do6 thi; Nghién cttu cac thuc hanh doi song (du lich, am thuc, gidi tinh, thoi
trang...) - nhitng hinh thitc vi md nhung phan chiéu rd cdu tric quyén luc va ban sac d6
thi. Chinh vi th&, di cut va ngoai bién, ban séc lai ghép va gidi; duc tinh trong khong gian
do thi, ky tc du lich va trai nghiém dém; thanh phd vat chat d6i lap véi thanh phd biéu
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twong — noi giao thoa gitta ham mudn, lo au va twong tuong ctia con nguoi hién dai la
nhiing chu dé trung tam khi tiép can van hoc do thi theo hudng nay. N6 dac biét hitu
ich khi doc cac van ban viét vé dém Ha N§i hay dém Sai Gon — noi d6 thi tro thanh phong
thi nghiém cua cam xiic va cin tinh ngogi bién. Viéc so sanh véi dém London cua Beaumont
cho phép cac nha nghién cttu van hoc do6 thi ¢ Viét Nam nhan ra nhjp diéu do thi, thin
phdn bén [é va cach cac nha van Viét Nam sit dung khong gian dém nhuw mot hinh thikc ti
sw phé phin - vira cd nhan, vira toan cau.

Ba khuynh hudng nghién cttu trén tao thanh mot ban do ly thuyét da tang cho
viéc tiép can van hoc d6 thi duwong dai: tir y niém hién dgi tinh trong cac cong trinh ctia
Williams, Lehan, Berman dén phé phin quyén lic khong gian cua Lefebvre va Harvey roi
mo rong ra thuc hanh — so sinh toan ciu voi Beaumont, Finch va Parsons. Mbi huoéng
nghién ctru khoéng chi biéu thi mét phwong phap ma con mo ra mot gdc nhin bo sung,
giup ta doc d6 thi nhuw moét cdu triic cam thike, mot san phiam quyén lyc va mot mang ludi
trai nghiém xuyén vin hod. Vi thé, bo cdng cu ly thuyét cua ba hudng tiép can nay bao
gom: lich st - y niém d6 thi, thi phap hién dai cht nghia, ly thuyét san xuat khong gian,
phé binh Marxist vé quyén liec khong gian va nhan hoc d6 thi vi mé. Nhitng cong cu nay
sé giup giai ma van ban van hoc khong chi nhu san pham ngdn tir ma con nhw thuc hanh
nhdn thirc va tdi cdu triic khong gian song.

D6i v6i van hoc Viét Nam, khung ti€p can nay cé y nghia quan trong trong viéc
mo rong khung ly thuyét va phwong phap luan cho nghién cttu van hoc Viét Nam, dac
biét trong viéc tiép can d6 thi nhw mot pham tru lich st - van hoa — thdm my, chit khong
chi nhu b6i canh dia ly. Thay vi tiép can do thi Viét Nam nhu mot ban sao chwa hoan
chinh cia m6 hinh phuong Tay, cac hudéng nghién cttu nay cho phép hiéu do6 thi Viét
Nam nhu mot hinh thai hién dai tinh léch pha, khong dong bo va lai ghép. N6 mo ra
trién vong moi trong viéc nghién ctru van hoc do thi & Viét Nam: c6 thé dat tiéu thuyét
va phéng sw do thi giai doan 1930 — 1945 hay vain hoc do thi mién Nam 1954 — 1975 trong mach
ddi thoai toan cau vé hién dai tinh va khong gian. Qua d6, nguoi doc nhan ra bdn do cim
thiec hién dai hod ctia d6 thi Viét Nam, cdu triic quyén lwc — ky tec - quy hoach dwoc van
chwong phoi mo va hinh thanh thanh phd’biéu twgng — noi van hoc khong chi miéu ta doi
song d6 thi ma con tai tao thanh phd bang ngdn ngit va tudng tuong cta riéng minh.
Viéc van dung cac khuynh hudng nghién cttu nay khong chi gitp nang cao tinh so sanh
va hdi nhap hoc thudt quéc t€ ma con gép phan lam rd tinh dac thu caa van hoc d6 thi
Viét Nam nhw mdt dién ngon vé hién dai tinh thudc dia, noi van minh va phan van minh,
trung tam va ngoai vi, giai phéng va khung hoang ctng ton tai nhu nhitng mat khong
thé tach roi.
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3. KET LUAN

Nghién cttu van hoc do6 thi trén thé gidi da chuyén tir cach tiép can hién dai tinh
sang cach tiép can khong gian, quyén luc va thue hanh d6 thi toan cau. Su van dong nay
khong chi mo rong pham vi nghién cttu van hoc ma con goi mé kha nang van dung vao
nghién cttu van hoc Viét Nam trong twong lai.
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ABSTRACT

This article systematizes and synthesizes three major approaches to urban literature
studies in the world: (1) The concept of modernity, which considers the city as a
symbol of industrial civilization and modern experience; (2) Political and spatial
criticism, which views the city as a product of power relations where social orders
are reproduced and contested; (3) Urban practices and global comparison,
emphasizing lived experience, hybridity, and transnational networks of urban
culture. By mapping these three approaches, the article contributes to outlining a
theoretical framework for interdisciplinary urban literary studies and suggests
possible directions for applying these perspectives to the study of modern

Vietnamese literature.
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