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TOM TAT
Nguyén Dong Chi duoc biét dén la mot hoc gia 16n, gdp phan triee ti€p dat nén moéng
va khai sinh khoa van hoc dan gian ¢ Viét Nam. Nghién cttu nay, phan tich hai cong
trinh ctia Nguyén béng Chi la Lwgc khdo vé thin thogi Viét Nam (1956) va Kho tang
truyén cd'tich Viét Nam (1957). Tl d6, chi ra cam hiing dan toc 1ang man chinh la m6
hinh ngam an chi phdoi nd lwc kién tao nén vin hoc, van hoéa ctia hoc gia Nguyén
Dbéng Chi. Bong gdp dac biét trong di san cua Nguyén Dbéng Chi khong chi xac dinh
co s& khoa hoc cho nganh van hoc dan gian, ma rong 1én hon la dat co so dit liéu
cho cam quan da tdc nguoi, trude tién 1a di san van hoc dan toc nhu la mot nén van
hoc da tdc nguoi, sau do, 1a ban chét van hdéa Viét Nam 1a mét nén van héa da toc
nguoi.
T khoa: Cht nghia dan toc lang man, da toc nguodi, Nguyén Dong Chi, van hoc

dan gian.

1. MO PAU

Hiéu biét vé nudc Viét Nam trong sudt chiéu dai lich st cia n6 tir 1ap quéc dén
hién dai, cam hing 16n nhat, van 1a Viét tAm ludn: Nudc Viét Nam nhu 1a nwéce cua
nguoi Kinh/Viét, khoi cu dan dong dao nhat, chiém ap dao cac toc ngwoi con lai trong
qudc gia. Nuo6i dudng cho cam hiing 1dy Viét lam trung tam ay vira la phitc cam ban
nguyén tdc nguoi trung tam luan nhw mot ching ai ky tap thé nguyén thuy ton tai o
moi nhém nguoi, toc nguoi, quoc gia — dan tdc; vé sau nay, lai duoc gia cd manh mé
thém boi ndo trang Hoa Di ctuia di san Nho gido, hé tu twong chinh thong dugc vuong
triéu Dai Viét lya chon dé€ quan tri dat nudc va dung khung luan ly qudc gia. Tuy th€, o
nga tu dwong cta toc ngurdi, vin minh, Viét Nam con thudc vé thé giéi Dong Nam A.
Thuec tai chinh trj - lich st, van hoa - ton gido qudc gia da qui dinh Pai Viét luén doi
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dién véi tinh chat da tdc nguoi sudt qud trinh dai 1au ctia cac viong triéu (Nguyén Manh
Tién, 2014).

Chung ta ludn c6 thé tim thdy trong nado trang vuong triéu cac y twong vé mot
quoc gia Viét Nam/Dai Viét da toc nguoi duoc nhan thiee trong hanh trinh kién qudc.
Mot vi du tiéu biéu, Nguyén Hoang thuy t6 séng lap nha Nguyén Dang Trong, trude khi
qua doi nam 1613 da trdi lai cho con: “Vuing dat Thuan Quéang, Bac giap day Hoanh Son,
va song Gianh, phia Nam la Thach Bi, v6i dia hinh hiém tr¢ va tai nguyén phong phu,
chinh la vung d&t dwoc ban cho cac anh hung! Do d6, chtiing ta phai thuwong yéu cac dan
toc va tap luyén binh si dé€ chdng lai ho Trinh va xay dung mot cong trinh bén viing” (Lé
Thanh Khoi, 2014, tr.295). Tan dung, huy dong sttc manh ctia da toc ngwoi cho cac muc
dich cua veong triéu do d6 lam thanh mot sinh 16 chinh tri ctia nwéc Viét Nam trong
sudt chiéu dai lich stt (Nguyén Manh Tién 2014; 2021).

Nudc Viét Nam hién dai, nhan duoc sy ung ho tir cac cong dong thiéu so, cac
chién khu déu dit & ving mién nti, tir mién ndi tién xudng dong bang ddy i cac thé
lwc xam luoc, ton tai va thanh cong tir cac An toan khu (ATK), cac lanh dao nha nuwdc Xa
hoi Chu nghia vira méi khai sinh, vi thé, ngay sau khi gianh dwoc doc lap da phat di
nhiing tuyén ngdn mang tinh dinh huéng quan trong cho ban sic mot nwdc Viét Nam
mdi, ddm ddu an da toc nguoi. Trong thw gii “Pai hoi cac dan toc thiéu s6 mién Nam”
ngay 19/4/1946, Chu tich H6 Chi Minh da viét:

“Pong bao Kinh hay Thd, Muwong hay Man, Gia Rai hay Edé, Xé Dang hay Ba Na
va cac dan toc thiéu sd khac, déu la con chau Viét Nam, déu la anh em rudt thit. Ching
ta s6ng chét c6 nhau, swéng kho cung nhau, no déi gitp nhau.

Trudc kia chung ta xa cach nhau, mot la vi thiéu giay lién lac, hai la vi c6 ké xui
giuc dé€ chia ré chung ta.

Ngay nay nude Viét Nam la nudc chung ctia ching ta.” (Nhitng loi kéu goi ciia HO
Chui tich, 1958, tr.85-86).

Trong thu gtii cac hoc sinh Truwong sw pham mién ndi Trung wong nhan dip
treong khai giang, 19 thang 3 nam 1955, Chu tich H6 Chi Minh can dan:

“Cac chau thudc nhiéu dan toc va 6 nhiéu dia phuong. Nhung cac chau déu la
con em cua dai gia dinh chung: la gia dinh Viét Nam; déu c6 mét TO quoc chung: 1a T6
quoc Viét Nam.

Trong hon 80 ndm, vi ching ta bi thuc dan Phap va bon vua chtia 4p bitc cho nén
chang ta lac hau, van hod kém céi, ma chung nd 4p btec dwoc la vi ching né chia ré
ching ta, vi chting ta chua biét doan két.
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Ngay nay, cac dan tdc anh em ching ta muén tién b, mudn phat trién van hoa
cua minh thi chung ta phai tay trit nhitng thanh kién gitta cac dan tdc, phai doan két,
thuong yéu, gitp d6 nhau nhu anh em mét nha.” (H6 Chi Minh, 2011, tr.375)

Hinh dung, nhan thic nwdc Viét Nam moéi nhue mot thye thé da tdc nguoi, la
“anh em” - cung chung mét boc, két ndi than tdc xuyén tham qua cac khac biét vé ngon
ng{t, nhan chting, ngudn coi, lich st va ky tc riéng 1a hinh dung mot ban sac méi ctia
nudc Viét Nam hién dai Xa hoi Cht nghia. Cam hiing nay, trong quyén hoat dong cta
y chi “dai doan két dan tdc” rong 1on va tong thé nhu thé'1a “dinh hudng chinh tri” triec
tiép ch khong can an du. D6 la da thic ddy, tao co s6 cho mot cudce tong hop mai vé
ban sac Viét Nam ma trong d6, dau bang phai 1a nd luc khép ndi, chuan dinh va phd
thong hda pha hé than thoai dan toc Viét Nam da tdc nguoi. Day 1a chuwong trinh lam
viéc tong thé va lau dai, dén tan ngay hom nay van chua cé hoi két. Cam thirc vé Viét
Nam nhu mot thuc thé da tdc nguoi van lién tuc dwoc boi dép.

2. NOI DUNG

Chu nghia dan tdc lang man vo6i hat nhan tu tedng la kién tao nén van hoa ti
hoat dong két tap va dién giai di san van héa dan gian, ma trong d6 van chuong dan
gian 1a chat liéu chu dao, ¢ Viét Nam, lich st tri thic hién dai da c6 kinh nghiém kha
phong phu. Ngay ttr dau thé ky XX, da xudt hién rat nhiéu du an dan toc lang man nhu
ctia Nguyén Van Ngoc, Nguyén Van Huyén, Treong Ttru, Pham Quynh va Nam Phong,
Phan Khoi va Phu nit tin vin, Hoa Bang va Tri Tan... (Nguyén Manh Tién 2025). Kinh
nghiém vé chu nghia dan tdc lang man ¢ Viét Nam dén tir nhiéu nguon. Truec ti€p anh
huong tu tudng gia dan toc lang man Herder!, véi nhiig tw liéu hién c6, khong cho biét

1 Triét gia Dtic Johann Gottfried von Herder (1744 — 1803) chinh la mét dai dién quen thudc va
quan trong nhat khai sinh ra cdc md hinh dan tdc cht nghia trung dung tir van hdéa dan gian,
duoc goi la chu nghia dan toc 1ang man (romantic nationalism). Ntra sau thé ky XVIII, thoi dai
cua Herder d6i dién véi nguy co gidi qui toc Diic mai mé chay theo van hda, ngon ngtr Phap.
Herder nhin thiy ¢ day su sa doa, nguy co mat goc va tiém an sy diét vong dan tdc Dtic vé mat
van hoa. Herder mudn khoi day van hoa Duic tir chinh cac diéu kién cu thé ctia dan tdc chit khong
phai chi biét dudi theo cac gia tri phd quét (ma thoi dy 1a gid tri Phap) bang cach xay dung mot
hoc thuyét dé cao tinh da dang va tam quan trong ctia dia phuong, ban dia, nham chdi bo cac gia
tri phS quat ma Phép theo dudi va cd y ap dit cho ca chau Au trong d6 c6 nuedc Diic ciia Herder.
Herder kéu goi hay quay vé cac truyén théng van hoa dan gian, vé cac “kho tang trt tinh dan
toc” 1a cac bai ca dan gian, noi luu gitr ddu an khéng phai mo tam hon Puc (Finkielkraut, 1989).
Viéc Napoléon chiém déng Puc da giang cho nuwdc Dlee mét don dau dén, day nudc Die xudng
than phéan ctia ké no 1&. Niém ty ton dan toc do d6 da bi thuwong tén ndng né. Nudc Dic im moi
cach vung vgy d€ rita ndi nhuc cta ké bai tran, va dan toc da bting troi day. Ngwoi Dtc say mé
phét hién ra & m6 hinh Herder da cung cap mot niém tu ton khac dé€ rat tia tir d6, xay dung hinh
anh dan toc Bteic méi, day tu hao vé van héa mong thoat khoi anh huwong Phap, xda nhe bat ndi
nhuc that bai vé va cham quan su. Mong mudn chién théng vé van hda da tdi tao lai dan tdoc Dtec.
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gidi tinh hoa nguoi Viét c6 anh hudng truc tiép tir ong, vi gan nhuw rat khé tim thay bang
chuiing cho thdy cac hoc gia nguoi Viét dau thé ky XX da biét dén Herder. Cht nghia dan
toc lang man ¢ Viét Nam, khop hon véi thuce t€, hinh thanh tir may con dwong sau: 1.
Anh huéng phrrong phap lam viéc kiéu chti nghia dan toc lang man qua cac nha folklore
Phap nhu cdch Nguyén Van Huyén anh huéng Marcel Granet, Jean Przyluski (Nguyén
Manh Tién 2016; 2019); 2. Anh huéng tir di san Vélkerpsychologie (tam 1y hoc dan tdc)
Phap, mot nhanh cua cht nghia dan toc lang man nhw céc tri thitc Nam Phong (Luu
Ngoc An, 2025); 3. Khong hén 1a chiu sy anh huong tir cac luéng bén ngoai, nhung chinh
nhitng diéu kién twong dong vé sy khoi sinh kinh nghiém cht nghia dan toc lang man
can hién dai ¢ cac quoc gia thudc dia da thac day cc tri thiee Viét Nam tim thay toe di
san truyén k& va tho ca dan gian, ciing nhu folklore néi chung nhitng chat liéu nham
kién tao cAc m6 hinh dan tdc ban dia, kich phat niém tu trong tap thé, nham phan khang
lai nén van hoa thong tri. Diéu thudc vé ly luan sy khoi sinh kinh nghiém dan toc lang
man da duoc xac nhan (Wilson 1973; Thiesse, 2025). Tuy th€, cac dw 4n dan tdc lang man
tiéu biéu nhat ctia Viét Nam, nhu ké trén tinh dén thoi diém nhing ndm 1960 déu tw
duy van hoa Viét Nam chi nhuw la van hoa cta ngwroi Kinh/Viét. Moi dan liéu vé vin
chuwong, nghé thuat, phong tuc... déu la cia nguoi Kinh. Phai dén khi nha nude Xa hoi
cht nghia duoc thiét 1ap trong thoi hién dai, nhu cau cap thiét vé mét qudc gia da toc
nguoi nhu da néi maéi duoc dat ra trong chuong trinh qudc gia trong yéu. Dap ting yéu
cau chinh tri van hda qudc gia mdi, cac hoc gia xa hdi chu nghia da kién tao nén van hda,
van hoc qudc gia theo hudng da toc nguoi.

Gitr vi tri dac biét quan trong, boi tinh thoi diém lich st trong nd luc kién tao di
san van chwong Viét Nam da toc nguoi, cu thé 1a than thoai Viét Nam da toc nguoi,
khong chi nhu mot cu thé héa y chi chinh tri, ma hon thé, ¢é co sé van hoda trong chiéu
sau phai ké dén hoc gia Nguyén bong Chi. @ng la dai dién 16n ctia hoat dong két tap,
chu giai pha hé than thoai va dung xay than dién Viét Nam trong nhitng du 4n lam viéc
v6i by d6i cong trinh noi tiéng: Lo khdo vé thin thoai Vigt Nam (1956) va Kho tang truyén
cd'tich Viét Nam (1957).

Toan thé gidi tinh hoa ra stic khai thac cac truyén thong cd, nhat la folklore dan gian, trung dung,
dién giai cdc pham chat dan tdc tir cac truyén 6, bai ca, cAu tuc ngit hay cdc phong tuc thuan
phéc ctia nhan dan. Chinh trong cam hitng dwoc truyén di tit Herder ma anh em Grimm da cét
cong suu tam truyén c§ véi niém xac tin an dau dang sau truyén c6 dan gian la cach ting xt, suy
nghi, la linh hon dan toc.

Patricia Pelley cho rang: “Trong thap nién 1920 va 1930, va 1o rang trong trang thai chiu anh
hudng ctuia Johann Gottfried von Herder, mét s6 tri thire Viét Nam tudng tuwong hon dan tdc theo
hinh thitc ngdn ngt va van hoc” va Pham Quynh dwoc dan nhu mét vi du (Pelley, 2002). Biéu
nay néu cé thé dién ra thi c6 1& viéc dan Herder ciing kha han ché trong cong dong hoc gia Viét
Nam truiedc 1945.
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Trudc Nguyén bong Chi, ¢ Viét Nam da ton tai cac vung tap than thoai, c6 tich
ma noi tiéng hon ca la Linh Nam chich qudi, Viét dién u linh ra doi trong khoang thé ky
XIV — XV. Sau nay, c6 bd Truyén c6 nuéc Nam ciia Nguyén Van Ngoc xuat ban dau nhitng
ndm 1930. Trong do, ddc diém chung ctia cac b truyén c6 nay 1a hoat dong két tap, xap
x€p di san truyén c6 ctua dan tdc chu yéu chi tir cac truyén ctia nguoi Kinh/Viét. Di san
truyén 6, trudéc Nguyén Dong Chi, mang dam ddu an Viét tam luan. Trong hinh dung
hang ngan nam truyén cd “nudc Nam”, hau nhu dong hoéa 1én toan b 1anh thé Pai Viét
c6 va Viét Nam sau nay la di san truyén cd chinh 1a ctia nguoi Kinh/Viét. Toan bd cac
truyén duoc chon la truyén tréi ndi trong cong dong cu dan Kinh. Sy kién nay, loai trte
toan bd di san truyén c6 d6 s ¢ cac toc nguroi khac cling song trén dat nudc Viét Nam.

Muwoi ndm sau ngay nuoc Viét Nam danh dwoc doc lap, hoc gia Nguyén boéng
Chi lan lwot xudt ban Lugc khdo vé thiin thogi Viét Nam (1956) va Kho tang truyén cd'tich Viét
Nam (1957); hai cong trinh ma sau nay sé duoc trao giai thudng khoa hoc cao nhét cua
ch& d6 méi: Giai thwong H6 Chi Minh (dot 1, 1996). Giai thuwong duoc nha nuwde chuin
dinh nhu di san d€ dinh dang nén méng cua khoa hoc xa héi va dung xay van hoa nuée
nha. Diém ndi bat nhat ¢ cac cong trinh nay ctia Nguyén Dong Chi so véi cac cong trinh
trudc day ctia cac nha tién nhiém, d6 1a: Nguyén Dong Chi da da toc nguoi hoéa di san
truyén ké (than thoai, c6 tich) Viét Nam. Mot nd luc 6 méi quan hé véi “y chi chinh tri”
cua thoi dai 6ng thudc vé, dinh dang van hoa va van hoc Viét Nam khong phai chi ctaa
nguoi Kinh/Viét ma con la cua ca qudc gia Viét Nam da tdc nguoi.

O cong trinh thit nhat, Lieoc khdo vé thiin thoai Viét Nam (1956), trong dién giai von
anh huéng tién héa luan mac  xit cia Nguyén Dong Chi rat quan trong, cé mot 1op
nghia nén tang can nhan thay: thira nhan than thoai Viét Nam von anh hudng nhiéu tir
than thoai Trung Qudc (Péng A), nhung dong thoi, cling mang ddu &n Déng Nam A sau
dam véi da toc nguoi. Nhung r6i, truy nguyén thém nita, Nguyén Dong Chi nhan thay,
ngay ca ban than truyén thong than thoai ctia Trung Qudc di chang nira ciing c6 nhiéu
goi y tir nén than thoai cua cac tdc nguoi khac Han, vi du truyén Ban C6 von dén tir
truyén thong ctia nguoi Dao. Tic la, ddu an Dong Nam A 14 can dwoc nhan thiec trong
truyén thong than thoai Viét Nam. Tién dén mot budc xa hon, Nguyén Déng Chi nhan
dinh:

“1. Nhiing dan toc da s6 hay thiéu s6 & ban dao An D¢ China, tuy tiéng néi phong
tuc tap quan khac nhau, dia ban cu trti riéng biét, c6 dan phat trién sém c6 dan phat trién
mudn nhung ngay xua ting c6 mot quan hé mat thiét vé dong giong, van hoa.

2. Gitra tdc nay va tdc kia tuy c6 sy twong tranh vi van dé séng con, ting coi nhau

nhu thi1 dich nhung néi chung can ban van c6 mét y thikc tot d6i véi nhau.

Co thé tién 1én mot bude ma ndi rang twe tedng “bdn bién nhw anh em mot nha”
c6 1& bat ngudn tlr thoi nguyén thiy” (Nguyén Déng Chi, 2003, tr.45).
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Diéu nay chang phai la gi khac hon cho budc chay da, tao co so két tap huyén
thoai Viét Nam nhu mét di san da tdc nguoi. Than thoai Viét Nam 1a nén than thoai
chung ctia cac “anh em”, cac dan toc Viét Nam.

T 1ap truong ay, Nguyén Dong Chi tién thém mot budc xac lap “Tai liéu veé
ngudn goc cia than thoai Viét Nam”, sé nhi mot di san chung, cong gop, boi dap  tir
tat ca cac truyén thong than thoai da tdc nguoi Viét Nam. Trong nghi trinh lam viéc cua
minh, di san than thoai Viét Nam duoc Nguyén Dong Chi trung dung tie: “Su tuong
quan gitra cac than thoai cac dan tdc — Than thoai Trung Qudc — Than thoai Meo - Than
thoai Mén - Than thoai L6 16 - Than thoai Muong - Than thoai Lao - Than thoai Bana -
Thtt so sanh mot it than thoai” (Nguyén Ddng Chi, 2003, tr.47). Cac nén than thoai nay,
theo dién giai cia Nguyén Dong Chi, vira c6 su twong dong trong twe duy than thoai néi
chung, sy twong dong c6 nén tang toan cau khi nguoi ta tim dwoc nhiéu ddc diém chung
ctia than thoai trén khap thé giéi nhuir nan hong thty; dong thoi, quan trong hon nita,
Nguyén Ddng Chi viét: “... tam két luan rang gifta nhitng dan toc & Nam B Trung Qudc
va Bac Bo Pong Duong néu khong cd mot quan hé vé ngudn géc noi gidng thi ciing timg
c6 nhiing sw giao luu van hda rat mat thiét tir thoi c6” (Nguyén Dong Chi, 2003, tr.66).
Thén thoai Viét Nam, vi thé, sé c6 co so d€ dugc dung 1én trén co tang twong dong tw
duy than thoai cac toc nguoi trong khip nuwdc Viét Nam da toc nguoi. Dat nwde moi
dwoc khai sinh nay, dinh khung tri thttc moi ngm v6i ché€ do méi (duoc hinh dung la vu
viét) nhin nhan cac dan tdc trong qudc gia nhw mot than tdc, la “anh em”.

Tim kiém duoc co s& lam diém tua cho viéc két tap, dién giai than thoai Viét
Nam, Nguyén Pong Chi lan dau tién xay dung mot lich stt, mot “pha hé” than thoai
twong d6i hoan chinh cho Viét Nam. Mot cach 16p lang, Nguyén Dong Chi x&p than
thoai Viét Nam thanh cdc nhom 16n, mang tinh chat it nhiéu c6 tinh lich dai. Dau tién, la
16p truyén lién quan dén Buoi khai mac ctia vt try; tiép dén, la 16p truyén lién quan dén
Gia pha cac ho nha than; tiép dén, la Than thoai vé Lac Long Quan; sau cung la Dat su
vé thoi Hung Vwong. Chuong trinh lam viéc ctia Nguyén Déng Chi da thanh toan, xay
dung duoc mot than toc than thoai 16p lang, tao dung mot “logic” truyén ké theo kiéu
tw duy “tién logic” nhu quan niém Lévy-Brulh, khép ndi lién lac duwong day truyén thira
t6 tién huyeén thoai dan toc. Nhung di san than thoai ctia Nguyén Déng Chi con mang
nhiéu y nghia hon th€, that tha vi khi 6ng da dung 1én di san than thoai, truyén cd Viét
Nam nhw la mot di san da toc ngwoi. Diéu ma ong thuc hanh, thé hién va dan liéu, boi
dap & khap nghién cttu ctia minh chit khdng di vao nhan manh tuyén ngdn. Thita nhan
tinh chat Trung Hoa cua than thoai Viét Nam, nhung dong thoi, cling nhan ra diém khac
biét cua than thoai Viét Nam so véi Trung Qudc, diéu ma nén than thoai nay c¢6 duoc do
tham thong vao cac kinh nghiém Dong Nam A ctia than thoai Viét Nam da toc nguoi,
dé chinh 12 16p nghia n6i bat nhat trong cong trinh ciia Nguyén Dong Chi.

Nhu hoat dong quen thudc ctia cdc nha cht nghia dan tdc lang man, nhitng ngwoi
thuong st dung truyén ké than thoai xay dung 1én cac truyén théng dan toc (Nguyen
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Manh Tién 2016; Nguyén Manh Tién 2019), Nguyén Déng Chi ciing triru xuat, tim thay
cac truyén thong Viét Nam “an ddu” trong than thoai: “Thén thoai Viét Nam lam ndi bat
vé y thitc va sttc manh ctua nguoi Viét: tinh than ty ceong, tu trong; doi hai 1€ phai;
khong chiu khudt phuc trede nhitng liee leong 16n manh hon minh. Ngoai nhitng truyén
tiéu biéu cho tinh chat tw ton ty dai (cha rong me tién), tinh chdt chdng xam lang (Thanh
Giodng, than Kim Quy), ta con thay c6 kha nhiéu truyén trong dé c6 nhitng sy viéc tiéu
biéu tinh than bat khuat nhu kién Ngoc Hoang, nhu chong lai than Sét, than Nudc, nhu
than 1dn bac y kién ctia voi, chang Nguu quyét 1én troi tim vo, v.v... T4t ca nhitng su viéc
d6 méc dau thé hién it nhiéu quan niém dan chu au tri hoi so khai nhung citing cho ta
thdy nguoi Viét ngay xua da som co tw twong ddu tranh dé€ vueeon lén, d€ tu ton trong
lanh thd nho hep ctia minh” (Nguyén Déng Chi, 2003, tr.150-151).

Mot ndm sau, Nguyén Dong Chi lai tiép tuc cong bs cong trinh Kho tang truyén
cd'tich Viét Nam (1957). An ban duwoc san xuat van hoc tai Viét Nam lién tuc tai ban, tao
thanh mét trong nhitng b cdm nang quan trong d€ nguoi Viét Nam hién dai cac thé hé
dung khung tri thitc van hoa — ¢4 tich. Vé goc d¢ chuyén moén khoa van hoc, ¢ day la
van hoc dan gian, Nguyén Déng Chi mé duong va dit nén méng cho sw ban khoan ctia
thé loai, cd gang tim kiém ngudn gdc, dic trung, ranh gidi dit khdng dé phan dinh ctia
than thoai, truyén thuyét va c6 tich. Vé gbc d6 dai ching, thi chinh noi dung, xép xap,
phan chia va ké'lai cac truyén c0 tich trong vieng tap d6 so cia 6ng modi dwoc nguoi doc
binh dan quan tdm nhiéu hon. Trudc khi di sdu vao ndi dung chinh la cac cau truyén co,
0 phan khao luan dau bo sach, chung ta can chu trong dén mét 16p nghia quan trong, d€
hiéu hon dong hudng tu duy cht nghia dan toc lang man trong cach thitc lam viéc ctia
Nguyén Déng Chi. Trong ba déc diém dang chti ¥ hon ca dé nhin nhan loai hinh ¢6 tich
theo Nguyén Dong Chi, dac diém thi hai: “su viéc duoc ké ding c6 yéu t6 gi qué xa la
v6i ban sac dan toc” (Nguyeén Dng Chi, 2003, tr.175). Lép nghia nay 1a rat ddng chu y.
Nguyén Pong Chi thira nhan c6 mot “ban sdc dan tdc” tn tai, cho du, phan dinh ban
séc &y la gi thi chinh Nguyén Ddng Chi khong chi dinh mot cach ré rang ma chi duoc
ban dén rai rac khrflp cac khao ctru cua 6ng, dudi cac dinh danh “truyén thong”, “tam
hon dan toc”. Theo d6, mot truyén duoc goi la ¢d tich phai twong thich véi tam hon dan
toc, dtt d6 1a mot 8t truyén vay mureon nhung bang cach nao d6 trong dong lich st dan
toc da trai nghiém, hdp thu né va cam thay né quen thudc gan giii. “Dic diém nay cat
nghia tai sao khi mgt truyén c6'tich ciia din téc nay truyén vao mgt din tdc khéc, thi phdi chuyén
héa thanh mét truyén méi, hay it nhat ciing phdi mang nhitng hinh twong, nhitng mau sic quen
thugc hodc gan nhw quen thudc voi diéu kién sinh hoat, voi tdm hon cua dan toc toc moi”
(Nguyén Déng Chi, 2003, tr.176). Mbi dan tdc duoc hinh dung c6 mot tam hén. Day
chinh 1a biéu hién cua di san Volkerpsychologie (tam ly hoc dan tdc) von gay anh huong
manh & doi song tri thire Viét Nam dau thé ky XX (Luu Ngoc An, 2025) dwgc tai san xudt
y tudng trong suy nghi ctia Nguyén Déng Chi.
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Kho tang truyén c6'tich Vigt Nam chiza dung rat nhiéu can ré phirc tap, nhung diém
déng gdp 16n hon ca, can nhan thdy, d6 chinh la qua cong trinh nay, mot su tiép ndi phat
trién cao so vdi Luoc khdo vé thin thogi Viégt Nam (1956), Nguyén Dong Chi thuc su kién
tao nén mot di san tu sy dan gian Viét Nam theo hudng da tdc nguoi. Két tap cac nén
van hoc tdc ngudi anh em trong qudc gia Viet Nam méi Xa hoi Cht nghia, Nguyén Dong
Chi tao dung mdt di san truyén ké dan gian khong con la an tuwong chi mdi Viét. Khac
biét, trong nghi trinh 1am viéc caa Nguyén Dong Chi Kho tang truyén cé'tich Vigt Nam trén
nén cac truyén ctia nguoi Kinh da s6 con 1a rat nhiéu truyén cta cac tdc nguoi thiéu sd
duoc dua vao. Tat ca déu 1a Viét Nam. Dong thoi, trong an pham Kho tang truyén c6'tich
Viét Nam, trén nén mot truyén ké chinh dwgc chon lwa, bao gio cling c6 mot phan rat
dang chu y la phan “khao di”. Trong phan khao di nay, cac cot truyén twong dong cta
cac tdc ngudi, dan toc khac nhau trén thé gisi thuong duong vién dan dé'so sanh. Nhung
hon hét, phan khao di bao gio cling tap trung sau hon ca vao cac cdt truyén ké tuong
dong ctia cac tdc nguoi thiéu so trén dat Viét Nam.

Thtr xem xét vai vi du:

Muc 8. Sy tich chim ndm trau sdu cot va chim bét ¢d tréi cot. Khao di: Truyén
dong bao Tay: Su tich chim nam trau sdu cot. Truyén nguoi thiéu s8 & Viét Bic: Su tich
chim kham khéc. Truyén nguoi thiéu s6 & Ha Giang. Truyén ctia dong bao Ca Tu: su
tich chim vua quan tréi cot. (Nguyén Dong Chi, 2003, tr.258-264)

Muc 33. Su tich thanh L6i. Khao di: Sy tich thap Nhan. Truyén Champa: Su tich
vua Kolong Giarai xay thap thi. Truyén ctia ngroi Kho Me. Xay mot ngan ngon thap.
Truyén Viét Nam. Truyén trong O chiu cdn luc: Thap Duong Lé. Truyén Viét Nam: Xay
thanh gidy. Truyén trong Dai Viét sir ky toan thw va Dai Vit thong sir. Truyén ctia dong
bao Thai: Bay nguoi Kinh. (Nguyén Déng Chi, 2003, tr.445 — 454)

Hai muc trén, va con rat nhiéu muc khac cé tinh chét teong dong, Nguyén Dong
Chi dwa cac cbt truyén cua tdc nguoi thiéu sd vao truyén thong co tich Viét Nam. Sy mé
rdng cac cot truyén twong dong ¢ cac tdc nguoi khac nhau trong nuwde Viét Nam da tdce
nguoi tao dung mot sy “chung nguoén”, “chung twong tuong” trong cau trac ké dan gian
& nudc Viet Nam da toc nguoi. Chuong trinh lam viéc nay ciia Nguyén Dong Chi, da di
xa hon nhitng ngudi tién nhiém ctia 6ng nhe Nguyén Van Ngoc. Nguyén Dong Chi nhuw
thé, cho dén thoi diém 1956-1957 khi 6ng cong bd cac cong trinh cua minh, 1a mot trong
nhting ddu mdc quan trong dao luyén cam quan da tdc nguoi trong di san van chuong
truyén khdu, co tang van hda binh dan trong mét nwde Viét Nam méi. Vé mit chinh tri,
c6 thé 6ng da thuc hanh xudt sac yéu cau dai doan két dan toc ma Dang Lao dong Viét
Nam 2 vinh quang cua 6ng ludn dat ra. Vé mat van hoa, 6ng da kién tao trong nudc

2 Cudi phan “Loi n6i dau” sach Lirgc khio vé thin thoai Viét Nam, ghi: “Ha No6i, ngay ky niém Dang
Lao dong Viét Nam nam 1956” (Nguyén Déng Chi, 2003).
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Viét Nam hién dai mot di san mdi thoat khoi don an tuong Viét tam ludn hodc qua thién
vé Han héa ciia mo6 hinh Pong A ma chay nhiéu hon vao mach ngudn Péng Nam A véi
tinh chat da toc nguoi.

3. KET LUAN

Trong dong chay lich st ctia cht nghia dan toc 1ang man ¢ Viét Nam, Nguyén
Déng Chi ¢4 thé xem 1a mot trong nhitng ngudi dau tién nd luc két tap, san dinh, cha
giai truyén thong tu sy Viét Nam theo huéng da toc ngueoi. D6 1a mot mat xich quan
trong trong viéc dat nén mong va gia tang tinh da toc nguoi cho Viét Nam, kién tao
truyén thong dan tdc Viét Nam néi chung nhu mét di san van héa da tdc nguoi.

Vé sau, nhitng nd luc kiéu Nguyén Dong Chi duwgc tiép ndi, c6 han mot di san
két tap, nghién cttu, dién giai van chuong dan gian Viét Nam theo huéng da toc nguoi.
Nhitng cong trinh quan trong nhu ctia Cao Huy Dinh va Dang Nghiém Van (1971), Vo
Quang Nhon (1983) va du an ctia Pang Nghiém Van (2003; 2007)% hay sau nay la chwong
trinh ma Nguyén Xuan Kinh cht nhiém¢, tiép tuc boi dap, xay dung co so dit liéu cho
cam quan Viét Nam nhwe mot thuc thé da toc nguoi. O ddy, nguoi ta tim thdy nén vin
héa Viét Nam da toc nguoi. Tinh da toc nguoi thé hién rd nét nhét, mach lac va nhiéu
d@ kién khong gi hon tim vé trong chinh di san d€ lai tir nén van chuwong dan gian Viét
Nam da tdc nguoi.
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A MULTI-ETHNIC VIETNAMESE MYTHOLOGY
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ABSTRACT

Nguyén Dong Chi is widely regarded as one of the pioneering scholars who played
a decisive role in laying the intellectual foundations of folklore studies in Vietnam.
This article examines two of his landmark works, A Preliminary Survey of Vietnamese
Mythology (1956) and The Treasury of Vietnamese Fairy Tales (1957), to explore the
intellectual framework underpinning his scholarship. It argues that romantic
nationalism served as the dominant paradigm informing Nguyén Ddng Chi’s project
of constructing a national literary and cultural identity. Beyond establishing the
disciplinary foundations of Vietnamese folklore studies, his scholarship also
provided an essential corpus for conceptualizing Vietnam’s multiethnic literary
heritage and, more broadly, for understanding the country’s cultural identity as

inherently multiethnic.

Keywords: Romantic nationalism, multi-ethnicity, Nguyén Déng Chi, folklore.
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