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TOM TAT

Bai viét khao sat giai ciu trac huyén thoai thién tinh nit trong sang tac ctia Nguyen
Ngoc Tu thong qua hai ti€u thuyét Song va Bién sir nudc tir géc nhin nit quyén hau
cau trac. Trén co sdé van dung ly thuyét cua Simone de Beauvoir, Judith
Butler va Jacques Derrida, bai viét cho rang thién tinh nit khong phai ban chat tw
nhién ctia phu ni* ma 1a mot cdu tric dién ngon dwoc kién tao boi van héa va quyén
luc nam quyén. Qua phan tich bi€u twong nuwdc, khong gian song nudc, than thé ni,
s khiung hoang ctia thién chitc truyén thong cuing chién luoc tie sy phan manh, bai
viét chi ra nha van da pha vé md hinh ni tinh ban chat ludn vén dé cao su hy sinh,
nhan nhin, mau tinh. Nguoi phu nit trong hai tiéu thuyét khong con dugc xay dung
nhu biéu twong dao dic ly tudng ma hién 1én nhu nhitng cht thé bat on, mang nhiéu
ton thuong, duc vong va khat vong tu do ca nhan. Két qua nghién cttu cho thdy budc
chuyén quan trong cta nha van ttr 161 viét hién thuwc tam ly sang 161 viét hau hién
dai, noi ma ngdn ngt duoc dung d€ giai phong than thé va tam hon nir giéi khoi
nhitng dao dtc truyén thong, dong thoi cling md ra nhitng chiéu huwdng méi cho

phé binh nit quyén tai Viét Nam hién nay.

TU KHOA: Nguyén Ngoc Tu; Song; Bién st nudc; thién tinh nit; nit quyén hau cdu

tric; giai cau truc.

PHAN MO PAU

Trong tién trinh van hoc Viét Nam duwong dai, van dé gidi va y thiic nit quyén
ngay cang tré thanh mot hudng tiép can quan trong nham nhan dién sy van dong ctia
tw duy nghé thuat va nhiing bién doi trong quan niém vé con nguoi. Néu van hoc truyén
thong thuong kién tao ngudi phu nir nhw biéu twong ctia sy hy sinh, nhan nhin va thién
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chttc mau tinh, thi van hoc nit duong dai lai c6 xu hudng chat van chinh nhitng khudn
mau 4y. Ttr géc nhin nit quyén hau cdu tric, “thién tinh ni¥” khong con duoc xem nhu
ban chat te nhién ctia phu nit ma la mot cau tric dién ngdn duoc hinh thanh béi van
héa va quyén lgc nam quyén. Nhu Simone de Beauvoir ting khang dinh: “Nguoi ta
khong sinh ra la phu nit, ma tré thanh phu nit”, cho thdy nit tinh thuc chat la két qua
cua qua trinh kién tao xa hoi hon la thudc tinh sinh hoc ¢& hiru.

Nguyén Ngoc Tu 1a mot trong nhitng gwong mit tiéu biéu ctia van xudi Viét
Nam trong thoi ky D&i méi voi 16i viét giau cam thire hién sinh va ddm tinh than phan
tw vé than phan con nguoi. Trong cac sang tac cua ba, dac biét la Séng va Bién siv nudc,
hinh twong nguoi phu nit khong con duoc xay dung nhw biéu tuong dao duc ly twong
ma hién 1én nhuw nhing chu thé bat 6n, mang nhiéu ton thuwong, duc vong va khing
hoang can tinh. Théng qua biéu twong nuwdc, khong gian song nude, than thé nix va cac
chién lugce tw sy phan manh, Nguyén Ngoc Tu da thuc hién qua trinh giai cau triic huyén
thoai “thién tinh n{¥”, dong thoi mé ra nhitng chiéu kich méi cho dién ngdn nir quyén
trong van hoc Viét Nam duong dai.

Bai viét tdp trung lam r6 qua trinh giai cau tric huyén thoai thién tinh ni trong
tiéu thuyét cia Nguyén Ngoc Tw qua hai tac pham Séng va Bién sir nuwedc. Trude hét, bai
viét phan tich khong gian song nude va hinh teong nwde nhw biéu tuwong cua su bat on
can tinh, noi cac nhan vat ni ton tai trong trang thai lvu dong, mat két n6i va khung
hoang hién sinh. Tiép d¢, bai viét khao sat cach nha van tai hién than thé n nhu mot
dia hat cua ton thuong, duc tinh va phan khang nhim phé v& mo hinh ni tinh ban chat
luan von dé cao sw hy sinh va mau tinh truyén thdng.

Ngoai ra, ndi dung bai viét con tap trung vao phan tich sy khung hoang cua thién
chtrc nit thdng qua cac nhan vat nit trong hai tiéu thuyét, tir d6 cho thdy su tan ra cua
hinh tuong “nguoi phu nit gitt ltra” trong cau truc van hdéa phu quyén. Trén phuong
dién nghé thuét, bai viét lam ro vai tro ctia chién luogc ty sw phan manh, giong ké da
thanh va tinh biéu twgng ctia ngoén ngit trong viéc giai trung tam hoéa chu thé nit. Qua
do, nghién ctru khang dinh Nguyén Ngoc Tu da gop phan mé rong dién ngdn nir quyén
va d6i mdi my hoc van hoc nir Viét Nam duwong dai theo tinh than hau cdu trac.

PHAN NOI DUNG
1. Khai niém thién tinh nit nhw mét huyén thoai vin héa

Trong dién ngdn van héa truyén thong, thién tinh nit thuong dwgc hiéu nhuw tap
hop nhitng pham chat dugc cho 1a thudc vé ban chat ty nhién cua nguoi phu nit, bao
gom sy diu dang, dic hy sinh, long vi tha, tinh mau tir va kha néng cham séc gia dinh.
O Viét Nam, quan niém nay chiu anh hwdng sau sic ctia dao dic Nho gido voi hé hinh

w74

“tam tong t& duc”, trong d6 nguoi phu nit dugc dinh vi chu yéu trong khong gian gia
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dinh va dwoc danh gia thong qua cac chudn muyc phuc ting, nhan nhin va hy sinh. Tt
d6, thién tinh nit dan tro thanh mot dién ngdn van hda cé tinh chuan hoa, chi phdi cach
xa hoi nhin nhan cing nhw ky vong déi véi phu nit. Trong véan hoc, diéu nay biéu hién
qua viéc nguroi phu nit thuwong duoc xay dung nhu biéu teong ctia diec hanh, sy cam
chiu va thién chirc lam me.

Tuy nhién, tir gdc nhin cta ly thuyét gidi hién dai, thién tinh n& khong phai 1a
mot ban chat sinh hoc ¢d hitu ma la san pham cta qua trinh kién tao van hoda - xa
hoi. Simone de Beauvoir trong cong trinh ndi tiéng The Second Sex (2011) da khang dinh:
“Nguoi ta khong sinh ra la phu nt, ma tr¢ thanh phu n*” (Simone de Beauvoir, 2011,
tr.283). Quan diém nay cho thay nit tinh thuc chat 1a két qua ctia qua trinh kién tao xa
hoéi cht khong phai thudc tinh sinh hoc bat bién. Theo Beauvoir, nhitng dac di€ém dwoc
goi la “nir tinh” thwe chat dwgc hinh thanh thong qua giao duc, chudn muc dao dtc, ton
gido va quyeén luc xa hoi. Nhu vay, phu ntt khong ton tai nhu mot thuc thé cd ban chat
8 dinh, ma la két qua ctia nhitng co ché dién ngdn va thiét ché xa hoi ap dat 1én co thé
gidi tinh ntt.

Tt hudng tiép can ky hiéu hoc van hoéa, Roland Barthes (1972) cho rang: “Huyén
thoai la mot dang dién ngon” (Roland Barthes, 1972, tr.109), cho phép nhin nhan thién
tinh nit nhi mot co ché dién ngon khién cac chuan muec gidi dwgc tw nhién héa va hop
thitc hoéa trong doi song xa hoi. Dudi anh sang ly thuyét nay, thién tinh nit c6 thé duwoc
xem nhw mot huyén thoai van hoa: nhitng pham chat nhu hy sinh, mém yéu hay vi tha
von la san pham cta cdu trac quyén luc nam quyén lai dugc trinh bay nhw déac tinh tw
nhién cua phu nit. Chinh sy “tw nhién héa” ay khién phu nit bi ¢6 dinh trong nhiing vai
tro xa hoi nhat dinh va kho c6 kha nang vuot thoat khéi cac khudén mau truyén thong.

Trong vin hoc nit duong dai, nhiéu nha van da bat dau chat van huyén thoai nay
bf?mg cach tai hién nguroi phu nt nhw nhitng cha thé da dién, bat 6n va mang nang  duc
tinh thay vi cac biéu tuong dao dtic ly twong hda. Diéu nay danh dau sy chuyén dich
quan trong tir dién ngdn ca ngoi nit tinh sang dién ngdn phan tu vé giéi. D&i véi sang
tac cia Nguyén Ngoc Tw, ngudi phu nit khong con dwge md ta nhw hién than caa sy hy
sinh truyén thong ma thuwong xuét hién trong trang thai d6 vo, lvu day va khung hoang
can tinh. Qua do6, nha van da lam lung lay nén tang cua “huyén thoai thién tinh n&”,
dong thoi mé ra kha nang nhin nhan phu n&t nhw nhiing ca thé doc lap véi day dt ham
mudn, ton thuong va quyén duoc phan khang.

2. Ly thuyét giai ciu tric va nir quyén hiu cau tric

Ly thuyét giai cau truc (deconstruction) ctia Jacques Derrida ra doi vao nita sau
thé ky XX nhu mot s phé phan d6i véi tu duy trung tam ludn caa triét hoc phuong Tay.
Derrida cho rang cac hé thong tu tudng truyen thdng thuong van hanh thong qua nhiing
cdp nhi nguyén d6i lap nhw nam/ni, ly tri/cam xuc, trung tam/ngoai bién, chu thé/khach
thé. Trong cac cap ddi lap ay, mot yéu td ludn duoc xem la wu thé va git vai tro trung
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tam, con yéu t0 kia bi ddy xudng vi tri th yéu. D&i véi van dé gidi, nam gidi thuwong
duoc gan vai ly tri, quyén luc va cha thé, trong khi phu nit bi quy chiéu vé cam xuc, than
thé va tinh 1é thudc.

Giai cau tric khong nham pha hay van ban hay phti nhan y nghia, ma huéng téi
viéc phat hién nhitng mau thuan noi tai, nhitng khoang tréng va s bat n ctia cac hé
thdng y nghia twéng nhu ¢§ dinh. Jacques Derrida (1976) cho rang y nghia khong bao
gio cd dinh ma ludn van dong trong trang thai “différance” - vira sai biét vira tri hoan
nghia (Jacques Derrida, 1976, tr.158). Ttr goc nhin nay, cac pham tru nhi “nam tinh” hay
“nit tinh” khéng phai nhitng ban chat 6n dinh ma chi 1a san phdm cta hé théng dién
ngdn va quyeén luc van héa. Ap dung vao nghién ctru gidi, giai cau trac cho phép phoi
bay tinh chét kién tao ctia nhiing pham tru nhuw “nam tinh” hay “n@ tinh”, dong thoi
pha v& niém tin réng ton tai mot ban chat gisi bat bién.

Trén nén tang do, nit quyén hau cdu truc (poststructural feminism) phat trién
manh mé véi dai dién tiéu biéu la Judith Butler. Trong Gender Trouble, Judith Butler
(1990) khang dinh réng “Gidi 1a s cach diéu 13p di lap lai ctia than thé” (Judith Butler,
1990, tr.43). Theo ba, xa hoi lién tuc tai tao nhiing chudn muc gidi thong qua hanh vi,
ngdn ngit va cac thiét ché van hda; tir d6 tao nén ao twdng rang “nit tinh” hay “nam
tinh” 1a diéu tw nhién von cé. Quan diém nay gitp giai thiéng y niém thién tinh ni, boi
nhiing dac diém duoc xem la “ni tinh” thuc chat chi la két qua cua qua trinh lap lai cac
chudn muec van hoa trong thoi gian dai.

Bén canh Butler, Hélene Cixous cling dong vai trO quan trong trong viéc phat
trién my hoc n&t quyén hau cau trac. Trong bai luan The Laugh of the Medusa, Hélene
Cixous (1976) nhan manh rang: “Nguoi phu nit phai tu viét nén chinh minh” (Hélene
Cixous, 1976, tr.875) nhdn manh kha ning viét bang than thé va trai nghiém nir gidi
nham thoat khoi sy kiém soét ciia ngdn ngit nam quyeén truyén thdng. Theo Cixous, van
ban nit quyén khong tim cach tai khang dinh mot ban chat nit c§ dinh ma hudng téi viéc
giai phong su da dang, phi trung tam va tinh di biét cua kinh nghiém nt gidi.

Ttr goc nhin n&t quyén hau cdu trac, hinh teong nguoi phu ntt trong van hoc
khong con duoc tiép can nhu mot thuee thé on dinh ma nhu mot cha thé ludn van dong
trong mang ludi quyén luc va dién ngon. Diéu nay dic biét phti hop dé khao sat tiéu
thuyét cia Nguyén Ngoc Tw. Trong Song va Bién stz nuedc, cac nhan vat nix thuong ton
tai trong trang thai bat dinh: ho vira bi rang budc boi nhitng chudn muyc nit tinh truyén
théng, vira nd liec virot thoat khoi cac khuon mau &y. Than thé nit trong tdc pham khong
con la biéu tuong thiéng hoa ctia thién chitc ma tré thanh noi ghi dau caa duc tinh, ky
tec, bao luc va su phan khang. Pong thoi, két cdu phan manh, giong ké da thanh va tinh
phi tuyén cta tu sy Nguyén Ngoc Tu ciing phan anh tinh than hau cdu trtc khi phu
nhan moi trung tam y nghia cd dinh.
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Nhu vay, viéc van dung ly thuyét giai cdu trac va nit quyén hau cdu trac khong
chi gitip nhan dién sy tan ra ctia huyén thoai thién tinh nit trong sang tdc Nguyén Ngoc
Tw ma con cho thdy cach nha van tai dinh nghia chu thé ni trong van hoc Viét Nam
duong dai. Nguoi phu nit ¢ day khong con la biéu tuong ctia dao diic truyén thong ma
trd thanh nhiing c4 thé bat toan, mang nhiéu mau thuan noi tai, luén séng trong trang
thai kiém tim can tinh va quyén dugc ton tai nhw mot chu thé doc lap.

3. Giai c4u triic huyén thoai thién tinh nit trong ti€u thuyét Song va Bién sit nuéc

Ttr géc nhin nit quyén hau cdu truc, Séng va Bién sir nudc cd th€ duge xem nhuw
hai van ban nghé thuat c6 quan hé d6i thoai chat ché trong viéc giai cdu truc huyén thoai
thién tinh nt. Néu Song dat nguoi phu nit trong hanh trinh tréi dat caa dong Di, noi can
tinh c4 nhan bi x6 1éch va phan manbh, thi Bién sit niréc mo rong truong nghia cia nudc
thanh khong gian cua ky trc, quyén luc, ton thuwong va sy tan ra cac chuan muc cong
dong. O ca hai tiéu thuyét, Nguyén Ngoc Tu khong tiép tuc tai tao hinh anh ngudi phu
nt nhu biéu twong cda sw diu dang, nhan nhin, hy sinh va mau tinh, ma dit ho vao
nhiing trang thai bat 6n, bi thwong ton, c6 duc vong, cd khat vong tw do va ludn chat
van cac khudn mau giéi da dwoc tw nhién hda trong dién ngdn van hoa truyén thong.

biém dang chu y 1a qua trinh giai cdu tric huyén thoai thién tinh nit trong hai
tdc pham khong dién ra theo 16i pht dinh truec ti€p, ma duoc trién khai thong qua hé
thong biéu tuong, nhan vat, than thé, khong gian va chién lugc tu su. Nguyén Ngoc Tw
khong tuyén bd chéng lai nit tinh truyén théng, nhung bang cach dit nguodi phu nit vao
nhiing tinh hudng hién sinh day d6 v&, nha van lam 10 ra tinh chat kién tao, ap dat va
bdt 6n cua cai goi 1a “thién tinh n&t”. Tk d6, phu nit trong Song va Bién stz nuwdc khong
con la nhiing ban thé ¢6 dinh, ma la nhitng chu thé dang van dong trong mang ludi phtre
tap cua ky ttc, quyén luc, ngheo déi, duc vong, c6 don va khat vong duoc twe quyét doi
minh.

3.1. Khong gian nwdc va song nwéc nhw biéu twong cua can tinh niv bit on

Trong truyén thdng van héa Nam By, nuwdc va sdng nude thuong duoc gan voi
st bao dung, nu6i dudng, sinh soi va 6n dinh doi séng cong dong. Day ciing la khong
gian thuwong dugc nit tinh hoa trong van hoc, noi ngwoi phu ntt xuat hién nhu biéu tuong
cua su diu dang, thuy chung va gin gitt gia dinh. Tuy nhién, trong Séng va Bién sir nudc,
Nguyén Ngoc Tw da dao nguoc hé biéu tuong quen thude dy. Nude khong con 1a ngudn
song hay noi ctru 16i tinh than, ma trd thanh khong gian ctia su trdi dat, mat két ndi, &6
v0 ky ttc va khung hoang can tinh.

Trong Song, dong Di khong chi la mot khong gian dia ly ma con la biéu tuong
ctia sut lru day hién sinh. Hanh trinh ctia An xubi theo dong song thiee chat 1a hanh trinh
di sdu vao nhitng dut gay cua doi song hién dai, noi cac quan hé gia dinh, cong dong va
tinh yéu déu khong con kha nang bao dam cho con nguwoi mot diém twa tinh than bén
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vitng. Trén dong chay &y, cdc nhan vat nit nhu Xu, Huong, Anh hién 1én nhu nhiing
“manh doi tr6i”, vira bi cudn theo hoan canh vira bi tuwdc khoi kha nang bam ré vao mot
hé gia tri 6n dinh. Ho khong con dwoc che cho bdi gia dinh, cing khong con duoc dinh
vi trong cong dong nhw nhiing ngwoi gitt gin swe On dinh dao dec. Trai lai, ho song trong
trang thai c6 ddc, moi mét, lac 1ong va bi bo roi trong chinh doi séng ctia minh.

Nhan vat Xu 1a hién than tiéu biéu ctia can tinh lvu dong va bat an dy. Xu khong
duoc xay dung nhu mau phu nit truyén thdng véi nhitng phdm chat 6n dinh vé dao
duic, gia dinh hay thién chite. C6 ton tai trong trang thai lac 1ong gitta cac mé6i quan hé,
ludn bi am anh boi qua khit, boi nhitng vét thwong tinh than va cam giac khong thudc
vé bat ky noi nao. Sy ton tai cua Xu giéng nhu dong nuwdc ludn chuyén dong nhung
khong c6 diém dén. Qua nhan vat nay, Nguyén Ngoc Tu da pha v& mo hinh ngudi phu
nit “an ce” vén gén véi mai nha, gia dinh va vai tro chdm séc trong van hoc truyén
thong.

O Bién sir nueéc, nede tiép tuc gite vi tri trung tAm ctia cu tric ty s, nhung treong
nghia cua né dwgc md rong hon. Ngay tir nhan dé, “bién sir” khong con la lich st cta
nhitng bién ¢6 16n lao, ma c6 thé duoc hiéu nhw lich st ctia nhiing phan ngwoi bi cudn
trdi, nhig ky tee bi vui 1ap va nhitng than phan bi day ra ngoai trung tam ctua quyén
luc. Nudce trong tac pham khong con 1a biéu twgng cia sy mém mai hay bao dung nir
tinh, ma tro thanh khong gian luu gitt nhitng thuong ton cua con nguoi, déc biét 1a
nhitng ton thiong gan véi than phan nit gidi. Cac bién dong ctia nde nhw ngap lut, x6i
16, troi dat thuong kéo theo su tan ra cua gia dinh va cdng dong, trong d6 nguoi phu niv
la d6i twong chiu tac dong sau sic nhat.

Nhan vat nguoi dan ba tay bong dita nho 1a hinh twong tiéu biéu cho kiéu chu
thé bi nuwdc cudn di trong Bién sir niedc. Chi xudt hién trong hanh trinh di tim trai tim
Duic Ngai v6i tam thé cia mot nguroi me tuyét vong, mang theo dira con bénh tat gita
khong gian ngap nudc, d6 nat va mat kha nang ctru roi. Tuy nhién, hinh teong nguoi
me nay khong con mang vé dep thiéng liéng ctia mau tinh truyén théng. Chj hién 1én
voi su kiét qué, bat luc va cam giac bi bo roi gitta mot thé gidi muc ruéng. Cacnhan vat
nt nhu Thu, Cdm, Tuy cling song trong trang théi bat an kéo dai, bi cuén vao vong xoay
cta ngheo do6i, mat mat va cd6 don. Ho khong con kiém soat dugc doi minh ma ton tai
nhu nhitng than phan bi dong nuwdc lich st va doi sdng x6 day.

Nhuw vay, & ca Song va Bién st nudc, khong gian nudc da duoc Nguyeén Ngoc Tw
tai cdu trac tir biéu tuong cua sy song thanh biéu twgng cha can tinh bat on. Su van dong
khong ngung ctia nude lam tan ra moi ranh gidi cd dinh: trung tam/ngoai bién, on
dinh/luu lac, nam/nt, dao dic/duc vong. Khi nwde cudn troi cac diém twa truyén thong,
nguoi phu nt budc phai d6i dién véi ban than nhu mot ca thé ddc 1lap, bat toan va phan
manh, thay vi chi ton tai thdng qua cac vai tro xa hoi dwoc trao san.
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3.2. Thin thé nit nhw noi ghi didu ton thwong, duc vong va phan khing

Mot phuong dién quan trong khac cho thay sw giai cau trac huyén thoai thién
tinh nit trong Song va Bién stz nweéc 1a cach Nguyén Ngoc Tu tai hién than thé nir. Trong
dién ngdn van hoc truyén thdng, than thé phu nit thuong bi ly twéng héa hodc dao dirc
héa nhu biéu tuong cua su trong sach, nhan nhin, hy sinh va mau tinh. Nguwoi phu ni
thuong bi twdce bo tinh duc cd nhan dé€ tré thanh mét hinh anh dao ly. Tuy nhién, ¢ hai
tiéu thuyét nay, than thé nit khong con la ddi teong dwoc thiéng hda, ma tré thanh noi
ghi ddu nhitng thuong ton tinh than, duc vong bi kim nén va sy phan khang am tham
trudce trat ty nam quyeén.

Trong nit quyén hau cau truc, than thé nit khong duoc xem nhw mot thuc thé tu
nhién, 6n dinh hay chi gén véi chire ndng sinh hoc. Trai lai, than thé'1a noi cac dién ngon
van hoda, dao diic va quyén luc gidi cung tham gia kién tao y nghia. Nhitng chuan muc
nhu sy trong sach, hy sinh, mau tinh hay cam chiu déu dwgc xa hoi ghi khic 1én than
thé phu ni* nhu nhitng khuén mau bét budc. Vi vay, khi van hoc tai hién than thé nit véi
ton thwong, duc vong, bat an va nhu cau ty quyét, than thé &y trd thanh mot khéng gian
phan khang, noi phu nit chat van cac dinh nghia truyén thdng vé nit tinh va khang dinh
quyeén dugc ton tai nhu mot chu thé doc lap.

Trong Séng, Xu la treong hop tiéu biéu cho kiéu than thé mang day thuong tich
hién sinh. C6 khong xudt hién nhu mot nguwoi phu niv mau muc, cting khong dugc miéu
ta nhu biéu twong cua sy hy sinh hay trong sach. Tréi lai, Xu luén mang cam giac ra roi,
bat an va c6 doc. Nhitng mdi quan hé tinh cam trong doi Xu khong dem lai s ctru 16i,
ma chi khoét sau thém cam giac bi bo roi. Than thé cua c6 vi thé khong con 1a noi biéu
hién vé dep ni tinh truyén thong, ma tré thanh khong gian cua nhiing vét thuong tam
ly va nhitng duc vong khong duoc 18p day. Qua Xu, Nguyén Ngoc Tw cho thay nguoi
phu ntt c6 nhu cau yéu thuong, ham mudn, yéu dudi va duoc cong nhan nhu méot con
nguoi cu thé, thay vi chi ton tai nhu biéu twgng dao dtec vo duc.

Huong trong Song cling la mot hinh tugng quan trong trong qua trinh giai thiéng
than thé nit. La nguoi phu nit s6ng trong khong gian ven song, lam nghé ban than ¢
quan Tam Suwong, Huong mang mot than phan bap bénh, bi ngheo doi, bao lwc xa hoi
va su luu day tinh than bua vay. Hinh anh Huong cho thay than thé nir khong con la
biéu tuwong dao duc cia nguoi phu nit Nam Bo truyén théng, ma la noi chiu dung truc
tiép nhitng tac ddng ctia quyén luc, ngheo ddi va dinh kién. Cac nhan vat nit khac nhuw
Anh, Tt - ngudi yéu cii ciia An, hay me ctia An ciing déu hién 1én véi nhitng t6n thuong
riéng, bi méc ket trong cac mdi quan hé d6 v, nhitng cudc tinh khong 16i thoat hodc sy
cd doc kéo dai. Piéu déang chu y 1a Nguyén Ngoc Tw khong miéu ta ho nhw nhitng “nan
nhan dang thuong” theo mé hinh truyén thdng. Ho la nhitng cht thé ¢ y thiic vé ndi
dau ctia chinh minh, va chinh y thitc dy tao nén mét dang phan khang am tham.
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Trong Bién sir nwoc, than thé nit ti€p tuc dwoc ddt trong mdi quan hé véi ky t,
quyeén luc va bao luc gidi. Nguoi dan ba bong con, Thu, Cadm, Tuy déu la nhing than
thé bi doi song lam cho réu ra, bi cudn vao ngheo doéi, mat mat va cam giac khong cé noi
thudc vé. Tuy nhién, nhan vat Phic la treong hop ddy qua trinh giai cau tric than thé
va gidi tinh di xa hon ca. Mang can tinh gi¢i nhap nhoe va mét co thé day thuong ton
sau bién ¢ bi bao lyc tinh duc, Phtc hién 1én nhu mot cha thé bi day ra ngoai moi khuoén
mau gidi tinh truyén théng. S ton tai ctia Phiic lam lung lay tu duy nhi nguyén nam-
nt, von la nén tang quan trong cua huyén thoai vé mot “nir tinh tw nhién” 6n dinh va
thuan nhat.

Viét vé duc tinh nt, diéu von thuong bi né tranh trong van hoc truyén thong Viét
Nam, Nguyén Ngoc Tu khong lang man hoa than thé va ham mudn. Duc tinh trong hai
tiéu thuyét gan véi cd don, bat an, ton thwong va khét vong duoc cong nhan nhu mot
con nguoi thye sp. Khi nhan vat nit y thitc vé than thé, vé nhu cau cam xdc va nhitng
ton thuwong ctia minh, ho dong thoi pha v huyén thoai vé nguoi phu nit “thuan khiét”,
“cam chiu” va “phi duc tinh”. Day la diém gap g& rd nét giita sang tac ctia Nguyén Ngoc
Tu véi tinh than n& quyén hau cau trac, noi than thé khong chi la doi twong bi ki€ém soat
boi dién ngon quyén luc, ma con la dia hat cta sy ty nhan thic va phan khang.

3.3. Sw khiing hodng ctia thién chirc ni va huyén thogi mau tinh

Huyén thoai thién tinh ni trong van hoa truyén thong thuong dwoc xay dung
trén nén tang cta cac thién chirc nhue lam v, lam me, cham soc va gin gitt gia dinh.
Trong hé hinh &y, gia tri cia nguoi phu nit duoc xac lap thong qua kha nang hy sinh cho
ngudi khac. Tuy nhién, Séng va Bién sir nieéc déu cho thay sy khung hoang sau sac ctia
cac thién chitc nay. Gia dinh trong thé gi6i nghé thuat cia Nguyén Ngoc Tu khong con
la noi bao dam hanh phtc, ma tro thanh khong gian ctia d6 vo, xa cach, cd don va bat
Iec.

Trong Séng, cac nhan vat nit hau nhue déu khong dat dwgc hinh mau “ngudi phu
ntt ly tudng” theo quan niém truyén thong. Ho khong thé git gin hanh phtc gia dinh,
khong tim thdy sw cttu 1di trong tinh yéu va ciing khong con tin vao y nghia tuyét ddi
ctia s¢ hy sinh. Nhan vat Anh la truong hop cho thdy rd nhét se khung hoang ctia thién
chttc mau tir. La nguoi phu nit mat tich ma An duoc nho tim kiém, Anh da khudc tie
thién chirc lam me, von duoc xem la hat nhan quan trong nhat cua huyén thoai thién
tinh n&t. Hanh dong bo lai dtta con mdi sinh ctia Anh ¢6 thé bi nhin nhan nhu su 1éch
chudn néu dit trong hé gid tri dao dtc truyén thong. Tuy nhién, tir géc nhin hau cau
tric, hanh dong &y khong chi 1a sw “phi chudn” vé dao dirc, ma con la sy pha vo cau
tric nhi nguyén hy sinh/vi ky von dung dé phan xét phu nt.

Diéu quan trong la Nguyén Ngoc Tu khong don gian xay dung Anh nhu mot
nguoi me tan nhan hay ich ky. Nhan vat nay lia chon sy biénh mat nhu mot cach thoat
khoi cac dinh nghia da 4p dit 1én nguoi me. Qua Anh, nha van cho thdy mau tinh khong
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phai 1a ban nang tw nhién bat bién, ma la mot ap luc van hoa dwgc dat lén than thé va
doi séng nguoi phu nit. Khi Anh khong con dap tng vai tro ay, huyén thoai vé nguoi
me bao dung, hy sinh va vo diéu kién yéu thwong con cai bi chét véan tan goc.

Trong Bién stz nwdc, nguoi dan ba tay bong dita nho cling 1a mét hinh twong giai
thiéng mau tinh, nhung theo mdt chiéu huéng khac. Néu Anh trong Séng tir chdi thién
chttc lam me bang su bién mat, thi nguoi dan ba bong con trong Bién st nudc lai cho thay
sw bat e ctia mau tinh trude nhitng gidi han nghiét nga cta doi séng. Chi mang theo
dtta con bénh tat trong hanh trinh di tim trai tim Dic Ngai, nhung hanh trinh &y khong
phai 1a hanh trinh ctia niém tin, ma la hanh trinh cta tuyét vong. Chi khéng du kha nang
bao vé con khoi bénh tat, ngheo déi va su muc rudng cua thé giéi xung quanh. Nhu vay,
Nguyén Ngoc T da kéo hinh tuong nguoi me ra khoi khong gian thiéng liéng cia huyén
thoai d€ dat vao hién thyc day giéi han cua kiép nguoi.

Su khung hoang thién chtrc nit trong hai tac pham khong chi thé hién ¢ quan hé
me - con, ma con boc 16 trong sy tan ra ctia cac quan hé gia dinh noéi chung. Trong Séng,
con nguoi song canh nhau nhung khong thuc sy thdu hiéu nhau; nhitng ngwoi phu nix
khong con la “nguoi git Itra” theo nghia truyén thong, ma chi la nhitng ca thé dang cd
géng ton tai gilta su d6 v ctia doi song hién dai. Trong Bién sir nudc, cac nhan vat ni
nhu Thu, Cam, Tuy cling khong tim thay y nghia trong thién chic hy sinh, ma chi cam
nhan rod sy réu ra cta cac mdi quan hé va sy bat lyc trede hoan canh.

Tt gbc nhin n quyén hau cau tric, sw khing hoang thién chiic trong Séng va
Bién stz nuéc cho thdy Nguyén Ngoc Tu dang giai thiéng cac vai tro xa hoi von duoc xem
1a “tw nhién” ctia phu nit. Nha van dit ra mot cau hdi ¢6 y nghia phé phéan sau sac: liéu
phu nit c6 nhat thiét phai duoc dinh nghia thong qua kha nang hy sinh, cham sdc va ctu
r6i nguredi khac? Khi cdc nhan vat nit khong con dap tng khuon mau &y, ho cé thé roi
vao cd doc, d6 vo va tuyét vong, nhung dong thoi cling mo ra kha nang ton tai nhuw
nhiing chu thé doc 1ap, cd quyén bat toan, cd quyén that bai va ¢6 quyén tir chéi nhitng
vai tro duoc trao san.

3.4. Giai thiéng hinh tirgng nguwoi phu nit Nam B{ truyén thong

Mot binh dién quan trong trong qua trinh giai cau triic huyén thoai thién tinh ni
O Song va Bién sir nwéc la sw giai thiéng hinh tuwong nguoi phu nit Nam Bg. Trong nhiéu
dién ngdn van hoc va van hda trudc d6, phu nit Nam Bo thuong duwoc ly tedng héa nhuw
biéu tuong ctia sw nhan nhin, thuy chung, chiu thuong chiju khé va giau dic hy sinh.
Ho gan v6i gia dinh, mai nha, séng niede va thién chiee chdm séc nhu nhitng phdm chat
gan nhu “ban nang”. Nguyén Ngoc Tu ké thira khong gian van hoa ay, nhung khong
tiép tuc cang cd no. Trai lai, nha van dat hinh twgng nguoi phu nt Nam B9 vao trang
thai bat on dé lam 16 ra nhitng gidi han va ap luc ctia chinh hé hinh ly twéng héa nay.
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Trong Song, nhitng nguoi phu nit song ven song khong con la hién than cta vé
dep binh di, bao dung va nhan nai. Xu, Huwong, Anh va cdc nhan vat nit khac déu mang
trong minh nhitng khing hoang riéng. Ho bi ton thuong boi tinh yéu, ngheo doi, bao
luc, sy bo roi va cam gidc khong thudc vé. Huong, voi doi song bap bénh ¢ quan Tam
Suong, la hinh anh giai thiéng rd nét cho hinh twgng nguoi phu nit Nam B truyén
thong. Than thé va doi séng ciia Huong cho thdy phia sau vé dep duoc ly tudng hoa cta
ngudi phu nit viing sdng nude 1a nhitng ton thirong xa hoi, nhitng bat binh dang gidi va
nhiing viing t8i ctia doi séng ma dién ngdn truyén thong thuong che khuat.

Trong Bién sir nuwdc, qua trinh giai thiéng nay duoc day sau hon qua hinh tuong
nguoi dan ba bong con va cac nhan vat n nhu Thu, Cam, Tuy. Ho khong con mang vé
dep “chiu thuwong chiu khd” quen thudc. Ho mat két ndi voi gia dinh va cong dong,
mang nhiéu khung hoang tinh than va ludn cam théy lac 16ng trude doi song. Nguoi
dan ba bong con dédc biét cho thdy su sup do cua vé dep mau tinh duoc thiéng hoa. Chi
khong phai ngudi me toan nang co thé che chd, ctru rdi va hy sinh v6 han. Chi 1a mot
nguoi me kiét qué, tuyét vong va bat luc. Chinh su bat luc &y 1am cho hinh twong nguoi
me tro nén nguoi hon, that hon va thoat khoi chiéc khung dao dtec ly twong hoa.

Nhan vat Phuac trong Bién sir nirdc con mé rong qua trinh giai thiéng ttt hinh
twong phu nit truyén théng sang toan bd cdu truc gidi. Phuc khong thé dwgce dat vao
khudn mau phu nt Nam Bo nhan nhin, thuy chung, mau tinh, cting khong thé duoc xép
on dinh vao hé nhi nguyén nam/nt. Mang can tinh gidi bat dinh va mét than thé bi ton
thwong boi bao lie, Phic cho thdy can tinh gidi khong phai 1a mot ban chat c6 sdn, ma
luén dwgc hinh thanh, bién dang va thwong ton trong quan hé véi quyeén luc xa hoi. Su
hién dién ctia Phuic vi th€ khong chi 1am lung lay huyén thoai thién tinh ni, ma con chat
van chinh nén tang nhi nguyén cta dién ngodn gidi truyén thong.

Qua hé thong nhan vat nay, Nguyén Ngoc Tw da thiec hién mot qua trinh giai
thiéng manh mé d6i v4i hinh twong nguoi phu nit Nam Bo. Nguoi phu nit khong con la
biéu tugng dao dic, khong con la hién than thuan tay caa su hy sinh, thay chung va
mau tinh. Ho trd thanh nhing ca thé phtic tap, ¢ ton thuong, c6 duc vong, c6 ich ky, cd
bat luc, c6 khét vong tw do va cd quyén khong hoan hao. Day chinh la diém lam nén
chiéu sau nhan ban ctia hai tiéu thuyét: giai cdu tric huyén thoai nit tinh khong nham
phu nhan phu nit, ma nham tra lai cho phu nit tinh chat da dién ciia mot con nguoi.

3.5. Ngon ngir tw sw phan mdnh va chién lwoc gidi cdu triic dién ngon nik tinh

Su giai cdu truc huyén thoai thién tinh n trong Séng va Bién sir niréc khong chi
duoc thé hién & hé thong hinh tiong va nhan vat, ma con 6 cap do td chirc ty su. Nguyen
Ngoc Tw khong xay dung c6t truyén theo kiéu tuyén tinh véi mot trung tam y nghia rd
rang. Thay vao d6, nha van trién khai tu su theo kiéu phan manh, dat doan, giau am
anh va thuong xuyén lam truot nghia cac biéu twgng. Chinh hinh thirc ty sy nay phan
anh sy tan ra ctia nhitng hé gia tri ¢4 dinh, bao géom ca huyén thoai vé thién tinh nt.
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Trong Song, hanh trinh xu6i dong ctia An khong van dong theo logic phiéu luu
thong thuong, ma giong nhu sy di sdu vao cac 16p dd vo ctia ky tie, tinh yéu va can tinh.
Cac nhan vat nit hién ra khong phai qua mot tiéu stt hoan chinh, ma qua nhiing lat cat
roi rac, nhitng am anh, nhitng quan hé dit néi va nhitng manh doi bi cudn theo dong
chay. Xu, Huong, Anh hay me cua An khong duoc cd dinh trong moét vai tro dao die rd
rang nhu nguoi me, nguoi tinh, ngwoi vo hay nguoi gitr gin gia dinh. Ho hién 1én trong
trang thai ludn thiéu hut, ludén bi che khuat va luén vuot ra khoi moi dinh nghia gian
don.

Trong Bién sir nuéc, chién lwgce twe sw phan manh cang ro nét hon. Cac nhan vat
nit nhw nguroi dan ba bong con, Thu, Cam, Tuy khong duoc gioi thiéu theo kiéu tiéu st
day du, ma xudt hién qua ky trc, nhiing manh d6i thoai hodc dong y thic roi rac. Ho
giong nhitng “bdéng hinh tr6i ndi” hon 1a cac nhan véat cd can tinh 6n dinh. Cach t chiic
nay cho thdy Nguyén Ngoc Tu dang tir chdi kidu tw sy truyén thong von thuong c8 dinh
phu nit trong céac vai tro dao ditc quen thudc. Ngwoi phu nit khong dwoc giai thich tron
ven, khong bi déng khung trong mét dinh nghia cudi cung, ma luén hién ra nhu mét
chu thé con dang do.

Hé thdng biéu twong trong hai ti€éu thuyét ciing gdp phan quan trong vao qua
trinh giai cau truc. Nudc, dong chay, bun lay, ngap lut, tr6i dat, x6i 16 khong mang y
nghia On dinh, ma ludn van dong theo ky ttc va cam xtic nhan vat. Chinh sy truot nghia
lién tuc nay pha vé logic nhi nguyén vén chi phdi dién ngon gidi truyén thong: trong
sach/6 ué, hy sinh/vi ky, mau tinh/duc vong, trung tam/ngoai bién, nam/ntt. Ddc biét,
viéc dat cac nhan vat nit vao trang thai “khong thé goi tén chinh xac” da tré thanh mot
chién luoc giai trung tam hda chu thé nt. Nguoi phu nt khong con la mot ban thé c6
dinh, ma la mot thuc thé luén van dong trong mang lwdi cta ky tc, quyén lyc, tdn
thwong va duc vong.

Tt phueong dién ngdn ngit tu sw, c6 thé thdy Nguyén Ngoc Tu da stt dung chinh
st phan manh cta hinh thitc d€ biéu dat sy phan manh cta can tinh. Mot huyén thoai
chi c6 thé ton tai khi no tao ra dwoc nhitng hinh anh 6n dinh va nhing y nghia tuwong
nhu te nhién. Bang cach lam cho nhan vat, khong gian va biéu tuong lién tuc triegt khoi
cac dinh nghia ¢6 dinh, Séng va Bién sir nuwéc da thdo dd nén tang cua huyén thoai thién
tinh nit. Nguoi phu nit trong hai tiéu thuyét khong con la hién than cta sy hy sinh hay
mau tinh Iy twéng, ma tré thanh nhiing chu thé da dién, day thuong ton, luon trong
hanh trinh kiém tim can tinh gitta mot thé gidi dang tan ra moi di€m tya truyén thong.

Nhu vay, thong qua biéu tugng nudc, than thé nit, sw khung hoang mau tinh,
qua trinh giai thiéng hinh tuwong nguwoi phu ntt Nam B va chién lwgc ty sy phan manbh,
Nguyén Ngoc Tu da thuc hién mot qua trinh giai cau triic huyén thoai thién tinh nit mot
cach nhét quan trong Séng va Bién sir nuéc. Hai tiéu thuyét khong chi chat van cac chuan
muec gidi da duoc tw nhién hoa, ma con mé ra mot cach nhin méi vé phu nit nhu nhing
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chu thé bat toan, phtic tap, c6 kha nang phan tu va c6 quyén ton tai ngoai cac khudn
mau dao dtic truyén théng. Day chinh 1a déng gép quan trong ctia Nguyén Ngoc Tu d6i
v6i dién ngdn nit quyén trong van hoc Viét Nam duwong dai.

4. Su twong dong va khac biét ctia ti€u thuyét Song va Bién sir nudc trong qua trinh
gidi cdu tric thién tinh niv

4.1. Diém twong dong: Sw tan rd cia huyén thogi thién tinh nit va cam thirc bit 6n cua
chii thé nir

Du duoc trién khai trong nhiing bdi canh tw sy khac nhau, Séng va Bién si
nuwéc déu gap nhau & nd luc giai cau tric huyén thoai thién tinh nit von ting gitr vai tro
trung tdm trong dién ngdn van hoc truyén thdng. Trong ca hai tiéu thuyét, Nguyén Ngoc
Tw khoéng xay dung nguoi phu nit nhw biéu tuwong ctia sy hy sinh, diu dang hay thién
chitc mau tinh, ma lai tai hién ho nhu nhitng chti thé bat 6n, mang nhiéu ton thuong va
ludn roi vao trang thai khing hoang can tinh.

biém twong dong ndi bat nhat gitra hai tdc phadm la viéc st dung hinh tuong
nudc nhuw biéu twgng cua su lvu dong va phan ra ban thé. Trong Séng, dong Di trd thanh
khong gian cua su troi dat hién sinh, noi cac nhan vat danh mat kha nang bam ré vao
gia dinh va cong dong. Hanh trinh xudi song ctia An va nhitng cudc gip g6 v6i cac than
phén nt cho thady mot thé gidi ma moi gid tri 6 két déu tan ra. Tuong tu, trong Bién sir
niéc, nudc ciing khong con la biéu twong cua sy sinh thanh truyén théng ma tro thanh
noi tich tu ky tec dau thuong, bién déng lich st va sy d6 v xa hoi. Nhitng nguoi phu
ni trong ca hai tac pham déu ton tai gitra nhitng dong chay bat dinh, khong tim thay
diém twra tinh than on dinh.

Sw bién thién ctia cac nhan vat nir trong hai tiéu thuyét ciing cho thay rd qua trinh
giai thiéng thién tinh nit. Cdc nhan vat khong con dugc nhin nhu nhitng nguwoi phu ni
ly twong mang dic hy sinh v6 diéu kién, ma hién lén véi day du duc vong, cd don va
khung hoang tinh than. Nhan vat nhimg nguoi phu ntt trong Séng hay trong Bién st
nwoc déu mang cam giac lac 1ong trude su dd vo ctia cac mdi quan hé gia dinh va cong
dong. Ho khong con tim thdy y nghia ton tai trong vai tro lam vg, lam me hay “nguoi
gitt ltra” nhu mo hinh ni tinh truyén thdng ap dat. Qua d6, Nguyén Ngoc Tu cho thay
thién tinh nir khong phai ban chat ty nhién ma 1a mot dién ngon van hoa dang dan mat
di tinh c6 két trong xa hoéi hién dai.

Mot diém gdp go khac 1a viéc ca hai tac phdm déu tap trung vao than thé va cam
giac ndi tai ctia ngredi phu nit. Nguyén Ngoc Tu khong né tranh viéc miéu ta nhitng ton
thuong tinh than, duc tinh va khat vong dugc yéu thuwong ctia nhan vat ni. Than thé
trong ca Song va Bién sir nwoc khdong con 1a biéu tuong thiéng hoa cua thién chirc ma tro
thanh noi ghi ddu ctia c6 don, mat mat va phan khéng. Diéu nay cho thay su anh hudng
rd nét cta tw twdng nit quyén hau cau tric trong sang tac cua Nguyén Ngoc Tu, khi
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nguoi phu nt dugc nhin nhe mot chu thé da dién thay vi mot biéu tuong dao die cd
dinh.

4.2. Diém khdc bigt: Tir khiing hodng hién sinh cd nhin trong “Soéng” dén khing hodng
lich sir - cong dong trong “Bién s nuwoc”

Maéc du cung hudng téi viéc giai cau trac thién tinh nix, Séng va Bién sir nwdc lai
khac nhau ¢ pham vi phan anh va chiéu sau cua cam thitc nt quyén. Néu Song thién vé
khung hoang hién sinh ca nhan thi Bién sit nieoc moé rong van dé sang chiéu kich lich str,
cong dong va sinh thai.

Trong Séng, su bién thién ctia nhan vat chu yéu dién ra ¢ binh dién noi tim ca
nhan. Hanh trinh xu6i song cta An va su hién dién ctia Xu tao nén mdt khong gian dam
mau sac hién sinh, noi con nguoi d6i dién véi cam giac trong rong va mat phuong
hudng. Cac nhan vat nit trong tac pham thuong bi &m anh boi ¢ don, tinh yéu d6 vo va
su bat luc trong viéc tim kiém y nghia sdng. Ho khong phan khang xa hdi bang hanh
dong triec dién ma ton tai trong trang thai mét moi, budng trdi va khung hoang ban thé.
Vi thé, su giai cdu trtc “thién tinh ni¥” trong Song chu1 yéu dién ra & cdp do tam ly — hién
sinh: nguwoi phu nit khong con tin vao cac gia tri truyén thong nhung cling chua tim thay
kha nang tai tao can tinh méi. Trong khi do, Bién sir nwéc dat nguwoi phu nit vao moi quan
hé truc tiép vdi lich stt, cong ddng va nhing bién dong sinh thai — xa hoi. Cac nhan vat
nit trong tiéu thuyét khong chi chiu dung nhitng d6 vo ca nhan ma con ganh trén minh
ky tc tap thé cua ngheo ddi, mat mat va bién dong moi treong song. Néu dong song
trong Séng cht1 yéu mang tinh biéu twong hién sinh, thi niede trong Bién st nuwede con gan
v6i quyén luc va lich st cong dong. Diéu nay khién qua trinh bién thién ctia nhan vat
nit trong Bién sir nwéc mang tinh xa hdi rong 1én hon. Ho khong chi khing hoang véi
chinh minh ma con bi cudn vao su tan ra ctia cac ciu truc cdng dong truyén thong.

Sw khac biét con thé hién ¢ mc d6 phan khang cuia chu thé nit. Trong Song, sw
phan khang thuong am tham va mang tinh ndi tdm; nhan vat n chu yéu ton tai trong
trang thai chiu dung va co6 doc. Nguoc lai, trong Bién sir nuedc, dut van day ton thuong,
cac nhan vat nt da xuat hién véi y thite manh hon vé quyén dugc ton tai nhu mot ca thé
doc lap. Ho khong hoan toan chap nhéan vai tro hy sinh truyén thong ma dan y thirc vé
sw bat cong cua cac cau truc quyén luc gidi. Chinh diéu nay lam cho tinh than n& quyén
trong Bién sir nuwéc c6 sac thai xa hoi va phan tw rd nét hon Song.

O phuong dién nghé thuat, Song st dung két cau hanh trinh véi nhip diéu cham,
giau chat suy twong va c6 dac cam giac hién sinh. Khong gian tw su chu yéu xoay quanh
dong song nhu mot biéu twgng cua sy lvu day ban thé. Trong khi d6, Bién sir nwdc 6 két
cdu rong mo hon, dan xen nhiéu 16p ky ttc va nhiéu tuyén nhan vat, tao nén cam giac vé
mot “bién nién sit” ctia nhitng d6 v& cong dong. Néu Séng nghiéng vé ndi dau ca nhan
thi Bién sir nieéc mé rong ndi dau Ay thanh bi kich ctia cd mot khong gian vén hoéa - lich
su.
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Nhu vay, thong qua su bién thién ctia cac nhan vat va cach to chirc thé gidi nghé
thuat, Song va Bién sir nuéc da cho thay hai cdp d¢ khac nhau ctia qua trinh giai cau truc
“thién tinh n@”. Séng tap trung vao sy khiing hoang hién sinh cua chu thé nir trong doi
song ca nhan, con Bién sir nwéc mé rdng van dé sang sy tan ra cta ky trc cong dong va
quyeén luc gidi trong bdi canh lich st — sinh thai dwong dai. Du khéc nhau vé pham vi
phan anh, ca hai tdc pham déu gdp nhau ¢ viéc pha v md hinh ni tinh ban chat luan,
ttr d6 tai dinh nghia nguoi phu n&t nhw nhitng chu thé bat on, da dién va ludn trong
hanh trinh kiém tim can tinh cta chinh minh.

PHAN KET LUAN

Tir viéc khao sat Song va Bién sir nuéc, c6 thé khang dinh Nguyén Ngoc Tu da
thiec hién mot qud trinh giai cau tric sau sic va nhat quan ddi véi huyén thoai “thién
tinh n” trong van hoc Viét Nam duong dai. Thong qua hé thong biéu tuong nudc, than
thé nit, ky e, su khung hoang cua thién chitc truyén théng va chién luoc tu sy phan
manh, nha van da phd vé mo hinh nit tinh ban chat luan vén dong nhat phu nir véi sw
diu dang, nhan nhin, hy sinh va mau tinh. Trong hai ti€u thuyét nay, nguoi phu nir
khong con duoc ly tudng hda nhu biéu twgng dao diec hay hién than cua “nguoi gite
Itra” trong gia dinh, ma hién l1én nhu nhitng chu thé bat 6n, da dién, mang nhiéu tdon
thwong hién sinh, duc vong, c6 don va khat vong tu do cd nhan. Viéc giai thiéng hinh
teong “ngudi phu nit hy sinh” cho thdy Nguyén Ngoc Tu da chat van truc dién cac
khudn mau gidi tirng duoc ty nhién hoa trong van hoda va van hoc Viét Nam.

Déng gép quan trong ctia Nguyén Ngoc Tu khdng chi nam ¢ viéc phoi bay su
dd v ctia cac hé gia tri truyén thong, ma con & kha nang tai dinh nghia chu thé nit trong
van hoc duong dai. Cac nhan vat nit trong Song va Bién s nirdc khong con ton tai nhu
nhitng d6i twong bi nhin ngém, phén xét hodc dinh vi boi hé gid tri nam quyén, ma dan
hién lén nhu nhing ca thé ¢ y thikc vé than thé, cam xutc va quyén duoc sdng cho chinh
minh. DU thuong xuyén & trong trang thai lieu lac, dit gdy va ton thuwong, ho van mang
nhu cau ty dinh nghia ban than ngoai cac vai tro quen thudc nhu lam vg, lam me hay
nguoi gin gitt mai am. Chinh su dich chuyén nay da dwa hinh twong nguoi phu ni ti
vi thé biéu tuong dao dic sang vi thé chu thé doc lap, phic tap va bat toan. Bén canh
dé, Nguyén Ngoc Tw con mé rong m§ hoc nit quyen thong qua 16i viét giau tinh hau cadu
truc. Cac hinh anh nhu dong song, nuwdc, ky tic va than thé khong con mang y nghia 6n
dinh, ma luén van dong trong trang thai da nghia, bat dinh va truot nghia. Nho d¢, trai
nghiém n gidéi duoc dua ra khoi mo hinh dao dic héa quen thudc dé€ tro thanh mot
dién ngon nghé thuat phan tw vé quyén luc, gidi va can tinh. Tit goc nhin nit quyén hau
cdu truc, Song va Bién sir nuéc khong chi ghi nhan sy tan ra ctia nhitng chuan muec gioi
truyén thong, ma con mo ra kha nang tai nhan thic can tinh ni trong boi canh hién dai.
Qua d6, Nguyén Ngoc Tu da gép phan dua van hoc nit Viét Nam duong dai tir dién
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ngdn ca ngoi nit tinh sang dién ngdn giai cau trtic cac huyén thoai vé gidi, dong thoi
khang dinh vi tri ctia ba nhu mot trong nhitng cay but tiéu biéu trong tién trinh d&i méi
tw duy nghé thuat sau D6i méi.

TAI LIEU THAM KHAO

[1]. Lé Huy Béc. (2012). Chit nghia hdu hién dai: Ly thuyét va tiép nhan. Ha Noi. NXB Gido duc Viét
Nam.

[2]. Dao Duy Hiép. (2015). Phé binh vin hoc tir i thuyét tro choi déi hiu hién dai. Ha Noi. NXB Dai
hoc Qudc gia Ha Noi.

[3]. Nguyén Ngoc Tu. (2012). Séng. Thanh phd Ho6 Chi Minh. NXB Treé.
[4]. Nguyén Ngoc Tu. (2020). Bién siz nwéc. Thanh phd Ho Chi Minh. NXB Tre.

[5]. Tran Huyén Giang. (2018). Cin tinh nit va sw tw y thirc trong vian xudi Viét Nam dwong dai. Tap
chi Nghién cttu Van hoc, s6 6, 46-58.

[6]. Pham Xuan Thach. (2014). Séng va nhitng giéi han cua ti si. Tap chi Van hoc nudc ngoai, s6
5, 70-81.

[7]. Ly Hoai Thu. (2014). Y thitc nik quyén trong vin xudi nit Viét Nam sau 1986. Tap chi Nghién
ctru Van hoc, s6 7, 65-74.

[8]. Nguyén Thi Binh. (2018). Cdm thirc hi¢n sinh trong sing tdc Nguyén Ngoc Tw. Tap chi Van hoc,
50 9, 50-60.

[9]. Bui Viét Théng. (2012). Viin xudi Vigt Nam dwong dai. Ha N6i. NXB Gido duc Viét Nam.
[10]. Roland Barthes. (1972). Mythologies. New York. Hill and Wang.

[11]. Simone de Beauvoir. (2011). The Second Sex. translated by H.M. Parshley. New York. Vintage
Books.

[12]. Judith Butler. (1990). Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity. New York.
Routledge.

[13]. Hélene Cixous. (1976). The Laugh of the Medusa. Signs. Vol. 1, No. 4, 875-893.
[14]. Jacques Derrida. (1976). Of Grammatology. Baltimore. Johns Hopkins University Press.

[15]. Jean-Francois Lyotard. (1984). The Postmodern Condition: A Report on Knowledge. Minneapolis.
University of Minnesota Press.

[16]. Patricia Waugh. (1984). Metafiction: The Theory and Practice of Self-Conscious Fiction. London.
Methuen.

47



Gidi cdu triic huyén thogi vé thién tinh nir trong tiéu thuyét ciia Nguyén Ngoc Tw ...

DECONSTRUCTING THE MYTH OF “FEMININE NATURE”
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ABSTRACT

This article investigates the deconstruction of the myth of femininity in Nguyén
Ngoc Tu’s novels Song (River) and Bién sit nwéc (Water Chronicles) from a post-
structuralist feminist perspective. Drawing on the theoretical frameworks of Simone
de Beauvoir, Judith Butler, and Jacques Derrida, it argues that femininity should be
understood not as an innate female essence but as a discursively produced construct
shaped by cultural norms and patriarchal power. Through an examination of water
symbolism, riverine spaces, representations of the female body, the disruption of
traditional gender roles, and fragmented narrative techniques, the study
demonstrates how Nguyén Ngoc Tu dismantles essentialist conceptions of
femininity centered on sacrifice, endurance, and motherhood. Instead of embodying
idealized moral archetypes, the female characters emerge as fluid and unstable
subjects marked by trauma, desire, and a persistent search for individual freedom.
The findings reveal the author's significant transition from psychological realism
toward postmodern narrative practices, in which language functions as a means of
liberating both the female body and subjectivity from conventional moral
constraints. In doing so, the article also contributes to expanding contemporary

feminist literary criticism in Vietnam.

Keywords: Deconstruction, femininity, Nguyen Ngoc Tu, River, post-structural

feminism, Water Chronicle.
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