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TOM TAT

Bai viét mo dau béng viéc gidi thiéu so lwgc khai niém “Nhitng chii thé ham mudn”
(Subjects of Desire) ctia Judith Butler, qua d6 nhan manh réng chti thé khong ton tai
nhue mét khdi niém ty tri hay khép kin, trdi lai, n6 luén duoc kién tao trong nhiing
tién trinh trung gi6i phtic tap, gan véi khat vong duoc tha nhan thita nhan. Tir goc
dd nay, ham muodn thay vi duoc nhin nhan nhu mét xung lwe noi tai don nhat, lai
hién ra nhu mot si van dong lién tuc gitta d6ng nhat va tha hda, chiéu kich ma chu
thé vira nd luc dinh hinh ban than vira bi phan ra trong chinh cac quan hé cadu thanh
nén nd. Trén nén tang ly thuyét dy, bai viét trién khai viéc doc lai Chét 6 Venice ctia
Thomas Mann, nhdm phéc hoa doi séng ctia ham mudn queer nhi mét c&u tric biéu
hanh phtic hop. Cu thé, thong qua cac hinh thic trung giéi nhu anh nhin, hoan du
va khoang cach, ham mudén khong chi dugc biéu dat ma con duoc duy tri trong trang

thai tri hoan, 1éch hudng va lién tuc tai cau truc.

T khoa: Judith Butler, Thomas Mann, Chét ¢ Venice, hanh dong ngon ttt, hoan du.

1. MO PAU

Tiéu thuyét Chét ¢ Venice (1912) cia Thomas Mann tir lau da la tam diém cua
nhitng tranh luan xoay quanh ranh giéi mong manh gitra cai dep ly tudng va su suy doi
cta ban nang. Tuy nhién, thay vi chi xem ham muon ctia Aschenbach danh cho cau thiéu
nién Tadzio nhu mot biéu hién léch chuan mang tinh c4 nhan, nghién ctu nay dat trai
nghiém &y vao trung tam ctia mot cdu tric rdong 16n hon: cdu truc van hanh ctia ham
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mudn queer (dong tinh) 'qua cac hinh thitc trung gi6i trong van ban van hoc. O day,
ham mudn vugt 1én trén y niém ctia mot xung lye tw nhién bi don nén, d€ “xuat hién ra”
(appearance) nhi mot hién twong dugc hinh thanh, trung gidi hoa va duy tri thong qua
nhitng quan hé phtec tap gitta cht thé va tha thé. Dya trén goi dan tir cong trinh Nhitng
chii thé' ham mudn, dac biét la y niém vé sy hinh thanh ty y thirc thong qua céi khac, bai
viét lua chon Chét ¢ Venice nhu mét treong hop dién hinh dé€ trién khai cach tiép can ly
thuyét gidi. Bai viét vi vay tap trung phan tich cach Thomas Mann huy dong ngon ngi,
hinh anh va biéu twgng dé€ cho thdy: Thay vi don thuéan la cai bi cdm doan, ham mudén
queer hién than nhu mot cdu tric trung gidi duoc kién tao qua thi giac, chudi hoan du
va khoang cach.

2. NOI DUNG
2.1. Giéi thiéu so luge vé khai niém “Nhirng cht thé ham muén” caa Judith Butler

Ngay trong phan Dan nhap ctia cong trinh Nhitng chit thé’ham mudn, Judith Butler?
da luu y mot diéu twong nhw nho nhung lai ¢6 y nghia quyét dinh: trong Hién tirong hoc
Tinh thin, “Ham mudn (Begierde) chi xuat hién mot cach lac dac trong Hién twong hoc
Tinh thin, nhung n6 dwgc thiét lap ngay tir dau trong van ban nhu mét nguyén ly thuong
truc cua te y thiee”? (Butler, 1987, tr.6). Trong cach hiéu nay, ham mudn khong phai la
mot thudc tinh phu thém, cang khong phai mot trang thai tam ly ngau nhién. Hegel tham
chi con noi thz&mg: “tu y thirc chinh la ham mu6n néi chung”* (Hegel, trich trong Butler,
1987, tr.32). Hé qua ctia ménh dé &y that sdu xa. Chu thé khéng con cé thé duoc nghi
nhu mot thuc thé khép kin, tu dong nhat, tw da day. Trai lai, nd ton tai nhu mot van
dong phua dinh (negativity), mot dong lwec luon vueot ra ngoai chinh minh, luén hudéng
dén cai khac. Butler dién giai cdu tric nay bang mot cong thirc ngan gon nhung vo cling
giau strc goi: “ham mudn la ham mudn duoc thira nhan béi mot ham mudn khac”?

1 “Ham mudn queer” (queer desires) trong bai bao la khat khao dwoc thita nhan ban nga thong
qua anh nhin va khoang cach véi tha thé. Khac véi “nao trang thang” thuong hudng dén su chiém
httu va cong khai chinh danh, ham mudn nay bi cdm doan béi trat tu di tinh, budc phai mwon
dnh nhin, chudi hoan du than thoai va khoang cach dé& duy tri dong chay ngam day lo au.

2 Judith Butler (sinh ndm 1956) la mot nha triét hoc va nha ly luén phé binh nguoi My, n6i tiéng
véi cac cong trinh vé ly thuyét gidi, chu nghia nit quyén va triét hoc hau ciu truc. Butler 1a gido
su tai Dai hoc California, Berkeley, va 1a mét trong nhitng nha tu twdng c6 anh hudng 1én nhat
trong nghién cttu gidi tinh va queer theory.

3 “Desire (Begierde) is mentioned only occasionally in the Phenomenology of Spirit, it is
established early on in the text as a permanent principle of self-consciousness.”

4 “Self-consciousness is desire in general”

5 “Desire is the desire to be recognized by another desire”
2
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(Butler, 1987, tr.viii). Ham muon chi that sw dugc thoa man khi né dwgc mot ham mudén
khac nhin nhéan. Chinh & day, ta cham téi ménh dé nén tang cua phan “Lam cha va Lam
nd” (Lordship and Bondage) noi Hegel: tu y thitc chi ton tai “trong va cho minh” khi né
ton tai “cho mot tw y thirc khac”. Noi cach khac, chi khi duoc thita nhan, né moéi thue sy
la né. Butler cling nhan manh rang chinh viéc chti thé lién tuc vat 1on trong “tro choi
phan chiéu ctia su thira nhan”¢ (Butler, 1987, tr.viii-ix), chti thé mdi thye sy tim thay kha
thé dinh hinh cta minh. Quan trong hon, Butler chdng lai cach doc cho rf!mg chu thé
Hegel (trong quan niém ctia Hegel) la mot toan thé tw man. Ba cho thay ngay tir dau,
chti thé “chi biét chinh minh qua viéc biét cac ddi tuong; ta la cach ma ta biét; ban sac
cua ta chinh la phong cach ting x ctia ta v6i th€ gidi, la nhitng cach khac nhau ma ta
xuat hién. Cai toi trd thanh d6i twgng cho y thiee khi né duoc dat dinh nhu thé, nhung
noé chi c6 thé duoc dat dinh mot cach gian tiép, tic la thdong qua viéc dat dinh cac doi
twong; su tu hién 10 la hé qua ngoai y mudn ctia viéc hudng téi mot doi tuwong khac voi
ban than”? (Butler, 1987, tr.128-129). Nghia 13, tw y thitc chi trd thanh chinh minh bang
cach tha héa (alienation), bang cach di qua trung gian ctia tha nhan. Do d6, bién chiing
lam cht/lam nd ngoai viéc né dugc trinh hién nhui la mo6 hinh chinh tri hay lich s, né
dong thoi con la kich ban nghiém than (embodiment) cua nghich ly nay: hai tu y thic
ddi dau trong cudc dau tranh sinh tir d€ dwgc thira nhéan, va chinh trong cudc dau tranh
dy, cau trac quyén luc va phu thudce 1an nhau dwoc phoi bay.

2.2. Nhitng chiéu kich hién twgng hoc cia ham muén queer: &nh nhin, hoin du va
khoang cach

2.2.1. Anh nhin (gaze)

Dé€ tim hiéu nguon con cua nhiing khao khat queer trong Chét ¢ Venice, chung ta
Can suy tw vé “4nh nhin” (gaze/le regard). O day, anh nhin khong chi 1a mét thao tac tri
giac don thuan. N6 la mot cau truc lién cha thé phuc tap. Day 1a noi ham mudn, sy phoi
16 va nhu cau duogc thtra nhan cung van hanh. Trong van ban cia Thomas Mann, anh
nhin thay vi don thuan 1a cong cu d& Aschenbach ngdm nhin Tadzio. N6 lai la mot khong
gian hién sinh day am anh. Tai d6, Aschenbach vira huéng ham mudn vé phia Tha nhan,
vira khao khat duwoc Tha nhan xdc nhan sy hién hitu ciia minh. Nhdm tiép can soi day
lién két v6 hinh nhung manh liét nay, chiing ta ¢ thé d6i thoai véi cach Judith Butler
doc lai Sartre trong cudn Nhirng chii thé’ham mudn, cu théla chwong 4:“Sartre: Nhitng chién
lwoc cua lya chon tién phan tw” (Sartre: The Strategies of Pre-reflective Choice ) sé mang lai

¢ “Specular play of recognition”

7 “We know ourselves only through knowing objects; we are the manner in which we know; our
identity is the style of our comportment toward the world, the various ways in which we appear.
The self becomes an object for consciousness when it is posited as such, but it can be posited only
indirectly, i.e., through the positing of objects; self-revelation is an inadvertent consequence of
positing an object that is other to the self.”
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nhiéu goi md quan trong. Tuy nhién, ching ta can xac dinh r6 mot tién dé ngay tir dau.
Butler khong xay dung mot ly thuyét doc 1ap vé “anh nhin” theo nghia hep. Ba cling
khong trinh bay cac ludn diém cua Sartre nhu nhitng chan ly 6n dinh, bat bién. Thay vao
do, Butler tai dung ly thuyét ctia Sartre vé ham mudn, anh nhin, than thé va quan hé véi
Tha nhan. Dong thoi, ba chi ra nhiing cing thang va giéi han noi tai trong chinh mé hinh
ay. Diém phéan biét nay ddc biét quan trong. Phan 16n cac ménh dé vé anh nhin (le

AT

regard), vé hitu-thé-cho-nguoi-khac, hay vé du an “hap thu Tha nhan” truedc hét la cua
Sartre. Butler déng vai tro 1a ngudi md ta, dién giai va dat cau hoi chat van. Khi ban vé
Sartre, Butler nhan manh mot thuc t€. Cach hiéu pho bién vé quan hé véi Tha nhan:
“Httu thé ctia t6i nhw mot d6i twong la quan hé kha hitu duy nhat gitta téi va Tha nhan”®
(Butler, 1987, tr.141) 1a mot cdng thikc “gay danh lira vi sy gian lwoc cia nd”. Ba cho rang
chinh Sartre da gép phan vao s ngd nhan dy. Ong st dung an du thi giac “the look”
cho mot hanh vi cau thanh phtic tap. D6 1a hanh vi mdt y thitc nam bat y thikc khac nhuw
mot doi twong. Trong qua trinh nay, Sartre chwa lam rd Tha nhan bi vat thé hoa theo
nghia ndo. Ong ciing chuira phan biét du giita nghia den triec quan va nghia khéi quat

N

mang tinh hién sinh cta “anh nhin”. Vi thé, khi van dung Sartre vao Chét ¢ Venice, ching
ta can doc 6ng qua ling kinh phé phén ctia Butler. Anh nhin khong phai 1a mot quan hé
don tuyén gitta moét chu thé nhin va mét chu thé bi nhin. N6 chuyén hoa thanh mét cdu
tric nghich ly day lo du. Cai t6i vira can anh nhin ctia Tha nhan dé€ duoc xac nhén, vira
bi chinh anh nhin &y de doa vat thé hda va tudc doat tu do. Chinh sy chat van nay cta
Butler gitp ta hiéu danh nhin vwgt ra ngoai mot co ché chu quyén don gian. Trong cach
ba tai dung Sartre, cai toi bi nhin thay nhu mot than the, mot vat thé, mot hitu thé c¢é thé
dinh hinh. Nhung dong thoi, chinh céi t6i dang nhin ciing thiéu vang hitu thé ctia chinh
minh. Ké nhin twéng nhuir ndm giit quyén dinh nghia thé giéi, nhung thuc chat lai mang
mot khoang trong ndi tai. Butler viét réng ké nhin, ké lién tuc dinh nghia cac d6i tugng
va nhitng nguoi khac bén ngoai minh,” “thi€u chinh httu thé cia minh va nghich ly thay
bat dau tim kiém dinh nghia cho ban than”? (Butler, 1987, tr.143). Day la déng goép phé
phan riéng ctia Butler trong cach doc Sartre. Ba khong phti nhan tim quan trong ctia anh
nhin trong cau tric lién chi thé, Tuy nhién, ba chitng minh rang anh nhin ludn van hanh
trong trang thai dao chiéu bat 6n. Ké nhin khong bao gio hoan toan lam chu vi tri caa
minh. Chinh khi nhin va dinh nghia Tha nhan, n6 lai boc 10 sy thiéu hut ctia ban than.
N6 bat dau can dén Tha nhan dé dugc dinh nghia nguoc lai. Tir diém cang thang triét
hoc day tran trd &y, cach doc cta Butler mo ra mot hudng tiép can htru ich d€ giai ma
tac phdm cua Thomas Mann.

Xét tir goc d0 nay, nhan vat Tadzio triede hét hién ra nhu mot hién twong cta cai
nhin. Cau la mét hinh thé duong nhu dwoc danh riéng cho thi gidc. Hinh thé nay thudc

8 “My being-an-object is the only possible relation between me and the Other”

9 “Lacks its own being, and begins paradoxically to seek its own definition”
4
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vé vung tién ngdn nglt va ludn vueot khoi kha nang biéu dat ctia 10i néi. Trong khoanh
khac d6i dién Tadzio, Aschenbach cham dén gi6i han bat luc ctia nang liec ngdn tir. Day
la th cong cu 6ng ting vo cung tin cdy va tu hao: “Cau dep khong but nao ta xiét, va
nhw bao nhiéu Jan truedc, Aschenbach thay long nhéi dau khi tham nghi, ngon tie chi ¢
thé ca tung vé dep chtt khong thé nao téi tao dwgc vé dep” (Mann, 1912, tr.98). Cau van
nay khong don thuan 1a 16i ngoi ca nhan sac. N6 ghi nhan mot diém gay hién sinh dau
don. Tai d6, ngon tir hoan toan bat luc trude quyeén luc t6i thuwong cta hinh anh. Chinh
tai diém ngung &y, cai nhin chiém 14y vi tri trung tdm. N6 trd thanh cau trac nén tang
dé ham muon hinh thanh. Tadzio khong chi 1a mét d6i twong tham my tinh tai. Cau la
trung gidi kha kién budc Aschenbach budc vao mot quan hé méi véi chinh minh. Méi
quan hé nay vira khai mé ban nga, vira gay ra nhitng ran nitt siu sac bén trong. Hinh
anh Tadzio c6 su trong dong 16n véi twe duy ctia Jacques Lacan vé su phan tach gitta méat
va anh nhin. Aschenbach khong thé “c6” Tadzio nhu ¢6 mot Tha nhan dé tiép xuc, doi
thoai hay hoa hop. Diéu duy nhét éng c6 thé 1am la theo dudi hinh bong &y trén binh
dién anh tuong va ky trc. D6 1a mot su theo dudi qua nhitng cai nhin don phuwong va cac
diép khtic &m anh. Tadzio vita 6 ngay truedc mat, vira lién tuc truot khoi fAm ndm bét.
Cau bién mat dting vao khoanh khac twéng nhu da hién dién ré rang nhat. Ban chat nay
goi nhd dén nhéan dinh cua Lacan: “Mét va dnh nhin - d8i véi chung ta, d6 1a su phan
tach trong d6 duc nang duoc biéu hién” (Lacan, 1978, tr.73). Hanh vi nhin vi thé khong
bao gio dong nhat véi viéc chiém hitu. Gitta mat va anh nhin ludn c6 mot khoang cach
khong thé khép kin. D6 la khoang cach gitra tri giac truc quan va so hiru thuc té, gitia
cai hién ra va cai khong thé gitt lai. Chinh khong gian chénh vénh nay 1a noi ham mudn
duoc hinh thanh va tiép tuc van hanh day khac khoai. Tuy nhién, Lacan méi chi gitip
lam 6 chiéu kich khuyét thi€u ctia cai nhin. Butler, trong viéc doc va chat van Sartre,
cho phép ta nhan manh thém mot binh dién khac: Réng, cai nhin ngoai viéc ban than né
la noi ham muén van hanh quanh sy thiéu hut, thi né con 1a noi chu thé nd lyc im kiém
sw xac nhan cho chinh s ton tai cia minh. Dau vay, su xac nhan dy ludén di kem nguy
co bi vat thé hda thuong truc. Theo Butler, trong m6 hinh Sartre, Tha nhan khong thé
tiép can tryc tiép cogito tién phan tuw ctia cai téi. Tha nhan chi nhan biét cai téi qua nhiing
hanh vi xac dinh cu thé. Tai d6, tu do cta chu thé da “déng cing” lai thanh mot hinh
thirc kha kién d€ quan sat. Nhu vay, anh nhin mang mot ban chét ludng hoa day bi kich.
N vtra ban cho cai t6i mgt dang hién hitu, vira bién cai toi thanh mot vat thé bi tri nhan.
Butler dién giai diéu nay rat rd rang. Anh nhin “dong thoi xac nhan cai tdi nhw mot hitu
thé”10 (Butler, 1987, tr.141) nhung ciing “de doa tudc doat ty do thiét yéu cua nd”"
(Butler, 1987, tr.141). Noi cach khac, anh nhin trao cho cai t6i sy hién dién hién sinh.

10 “At once confirms the self as a being”

"

11 “Threatens to deprive the self of its essential freedom
5
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Nhung né chi thuc hién diéu do6 b:img cach tré thanh mot hanh vi tudc doat, xam pham
va déng bang tw do ctia chinh chu thé.

Tt day, c6 thé doc bi kich ctia Aschenbach nhuw mot bién thé ctia diéu Sartre goi
la du an thu hoi chinh minh qua Tha nhan. Trong doan Butler trich va phan tich Sartre,
Sartre viét: “Du an thu hoi chinh minh cta t6i vé can ban la du an hdp thu Tha nhan.”12
(Butler, 1987, tr.143). Sartre tiép tuc: “T6i mudn dong hoa Tha nhan nhu 1a Tha nhan-
dang-nhin-t6i, va du an dong hoa nay bao gom mot su nhan biét duoc gia tang vé viéc
toi-dang-bi-nhin. Tém lai, d€ duy tri trude mét toi tw do ctia Tha nhan - ké dang nhin toi
- t6i hoan toan dong nhat minh véi trang thai bi-nhin-thdy cta t6i.”" (Butler, 1987,
tr.143). Nhitng cau nay can dugc ghi nhan la ludn diém ctia Sartre duoc Butler dan lai
va phan tich, cht khong phai phat ngdn ly thuyét riéng ctia Butler. Biéu quan trong
trong cach doc cta Butler la ba khoéng tiép nhan du an “hdp thu Tha nhan” nhw mot 1oi
giai on dinh cho quan hé lién chu thé. Trai lai, ba cho thdy d6 1a mot dy an nghich ly va
bat kha: “Do d6, ké nhin - ké lién tuc dinh nghia cac d6i tuong va nhitng nguoi khac bén
ngoai minh lai thiéu vang chinh hitu thé ctia minh, va nghich ly thay, bat dau tim kiém
dinh nghia cho ban than.” cai t6i muén chiém hitu cai nhin ctia Tha nhan d€ thu hoi
chinh minh, nhung chinh viéc phai can dén cai nhin &y lai chiing to cdi toi khong thé tw
hoan tat trong noi tai cua nd. Van dung khung doc phé phan ay vao Chét ¢ Venice, c6 thé
thdy Aschenbach khong chi muén nhin Tadzio; sau xa hon, dng mudn duoc Tadzio nhin
lgi. Diéu 6ng truy cau khong don gian la vé dep ctia Tadzio nhu mot vat thé tham my
bén ngoai, ma la kha thé duoc dinh vi trong treong kha kién ctia Tadzio, duoc tro thanh
mot hién dién nao do trong thé gidi ctia cau. Sau nhiéu nam ty giam minh trong c6 doc
ctia danh vong, ky luat nghé thuat va cac ranh gioi dao ditc, Aschenbach bit dau cam
thay sy hién hitu ctia minh phu thudc vao mét dau hiéu dén tir Tha nhan. Do d6, nhiing
hanh dong cta 6ng, doan tén Tadzio, canh chiing gio cau tdm bién, ghi tac tung tw thé,
thudc long ting chuyén dong cua than thé, khong nén duoc hiéu nhu nhiing chi tiét tam
ly vun vat cia mot ké si tinh theo nghia thong thwong. D6 la nhiing thao tac bau viu cua
mot ham mudn khong thé budce vao khong gian phat ngoén cong khai. Khi 10i néi bi
phong toa boi tudi tac, dao dirc, quy chuan gidi, quan hé quyeén luc va hinh thiee xa hoi
ctia tinh chinh dang, ham mudn phai tri than vao cai nhin. N6 séng bang theo doi, 13p
lai, cho doi va dién giai. N6 1dy hinh anh 1am ky hiéu thay cho ngén tir khong thé cat
lén. Trong y nghia &y, cau van ¢ phan dau tac phdm mang stic nang gan nhu dinh ménh:
“Khong c6 gi la lung, khé xtt hon m6i quan hé gitra hai nguoi chi biét mét nhau, du ho

12“Thus my project of recovering myself is fundamentally a project of absorbing the Other”

13 “] want to assimilate the Other as the Other-looking-at-me, and this project of assimilation
includes an augmented recognition of my being-looked-at. In short in order to maintain before
me the Other's freedom which is looking at me, I identify myself totally with my being-looked-
at.”
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gép g8, quan st mdi ngay, c6 khi mdi gid, nhung vi phép tac xa hdi go bé hay tinh khi
gan do that thuong ma van budc long ding dung nhu nguodi xa la, khéng chao khong
hoi” (Mann, 1912, tr.5). Bay khong chi 1a mét quan sat vé 1é nghi xa hoi. N6 mo ta mot
kiéu quan hé trong d6 anh nhin da thay thé 10i néi, nhung lai khong thé hoan tat chic
ndng cta 1oi néi. Céi nhin ¢ day la mot ngon ngtt bi nghen lai: né cho phép mot dang
lién hé t6i thiéu ton tai, song khong cho phép lién hé &y budc vao c6i duoc cong nhan.

Chinh vi thé, ham mud6n queer trong Chét ¢ Venice khong nhitng 1a ham mudn bi
cam doan & cap do ndi dung; nd con bi cdm doan & cdp do hinh thie biéu dat. N6 khong
thé no6i ra mot cach chinh danh, nén phai van hanh trong vung mo ctia quan sat, ky hiéu,
nu cudi, tu thé va nhitng suy dién khong thé kiém ching. Trong bdi canh do, khoanh
khic Aschenbach théu thao “Téi yéu em” (Mann, 1912, tr.100), sau khi dén nhan “nu
cuoi biét noi, than thiét, quyén ri” ctia Tadzio (Mann, 1912, tr.99), c6 thé dugc hiéu nhw
mot diém bung phét ciia ham mudn bi nén gitt trong thi giac. Nu cuoi cua Tadzio van
hanh nhw mét dau hiéu mo ho: n6é khong xac nhan tinh yéu, nhung ciing khéng hoan
toan vo nghia; n6 khong trao cho Aschenbach sy déap lai minh bach, nhung du d€ kich
hoat ao tuong ré“mg minh da dwgc nhin thiy, degc nhan ra, dugc goi vao mot quan hé.

Néu muon khéi niém vé tinh biéu hanh tir Butler trong Ngon tir kich djng
(Excitable Speech), c6 thé ndi phat ngdn “Toi yéu em” khéng chi mo ta mot trang thai ndi
tAm c6 san, ma con mé ra mot kha thé hanh dong. Butler ting viét nhu sau: “Tdi hy vong
lam 16 rang, khi néi dén “khang dinh” (affirmative), toi mudn néi dén “viéc moé ra kha
nang cho hanh dong”™* (Butler, 1997, tr.15). Tuy nhién, can phan biét rd: day 1a sw van
dung khung ly thuyét biéu hanh ctia Butler vao vian ban Mann, ch khong phai mot
phan tryc ti€p trong phan tich ctaa Butler vé Sartre. Trong treong hop Aschenbach, 16i
tho 16 ay khong thiét 1ap duwoc mot quan hé d6i thoai thuc sw, nhung n6é danh dau mot
bién doi trong cdu tric ham mudn: tix nhin sang mudn dwoc nhin lgi; tte chiém ngudng
cai dep sang 1é thudc vao ddu hiéu xac nhan ttr Tha nhan. O giai doan dau caa bi kich,
Aschenbach con dung ¢ vi tri twong ddi an toan ctia ké quan sat: 6ng nhin Tadzio nhu
mot hinh anh, mot hién than cta cai dep, mot ddi tuwong tham my thuan tuy dé chiém
ngudng tir xa. Nhung anh nhin, trong mo hinh Sartre ma Butler phan tich, khong bao
gio la trung tinh: khi t6i nhin Tha nhan, t6i ddt ho vao vi tri d6i twong; dong thoi, toi
cling ludn c6 nguy co bi nhin lai va tré thanh d6i twong trong mat ho. Diéu Butler bs
sung bang cach chat van Sartre 1a: quan hé &y khong thé bi gian lugc thanh mot so d6
vat thé hda don gian. Anh nhin vira trao cho céi tdi mot hinh thire hién hiru, vira lam cho
cai toi roi vao nguy co bi chiém httu va bi twdc doat tw do. Dén mot thoi diém, su can
bang mong manh &y sup d6. Aschenbach khéng con théa man véi viée ding tir xa chiém

14 “T hope to make clear that by affirmative, I mean “opening up the possibility of agency,” where
agency is not the restoration of a sovereign autonomy in speech, a replication of conventional
notions of mastery.”
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nguong Tadzio; ong bt dau khao khat 4nh nhin cta cdu nhu mét diéu kién xac nhan su
ton tai cia chinh minh. Cau hoi ngdm ctia 6ng khong con la “cdu 1a ai?” ma chuyén thanh
“toi 1a gi doi véi cau?”,“toi co hién dién trong thé gidi ctia cau khong?”, hay chinh xac
hon: “hay cho t6i mot ddu hidu rang tdi ¢6 y nghia trong ham mu6n ctia em.”

2.2.2. Chudi hoan du than thoai

Hanbh trinh tim kiém ban chat cia ham mudn queer qua hoan du budc ta phai trd
lai v6i Lacan trong “Ham mudn va sy dién gidi ciia né” (Desire and its Interpretation). V6i
ong, ham mudn chua timng 1a mot bén d6 dn dinh caa cha thé. N6 1a mot chuyén dong
truot di khong ngting nghi trong ngdn ngtr. Cong thic: “Ham mudn 1a phép hoan du
cua ton tai trong chu thé; phallus (dwong tuong) 1a phép hoan du cua chu thé trong ton
tai”1> (Lacan, 1958 - 1959, tr.24) da soi to diéu nay. Ham mudn khong huéng dén méot doi
teong cudi cing. N6 van hanh nhu ddu vét day day dit ctia phan ton tai da vinh vién
mat di khi cht thé bude vao trat ty biéu twgng. Khac véi an du (metaphor) von tao nghia
bang su thay thé, hoan du (metonymy) trong ly thuyét Lacan chi ra mdt chudi dich
chuyén bat tan. Chu thé c mai miét di tir cai biéu dat nay sang cai biéu dat khac ma
khong bao gio cham dén diém hoan tat. Diing nhw Fink dién giai, ham muén “né trudc
tién xuat hién dwdi hinh thirc nay réi dwdi hinh thire khéc, nhung c6i ré ctia né van ludn
la cuing mot sy mat mat, cung mot sy tha hoa hay thién. Phan ton tai cua chung ta da bi
tha hoa hay bi thién khi ching ta budc vao ngdn ngit, tir d6 vé sau mai mai tim cach xuat
hién, tim cach “di vao ton tai” ¢ “phia bén kia”*¢ (Fink, 2019, tr.21). Béi vay, tiéng goi
“t6i can” khong con 1a tiéng ndi sinh hoc thuan tay. N6 da chuyén hda thanh yéu cau
duoc yéu thuong trong truong ctia Ké Khac. Chinh khoang léch khong thé han gan gitta
nhu cau va yéu cau la noi ham mudn ra doi. N6 khong phai mot manh thira ngau nhién,
ma la vét rach cdu truc gitra diéu chu thé khao khét va diéu ho c6 thé phat ngon. Nhung
khi di qua gdéc nhin cta Butler trong Nhiing chu thé ham mu6n, cdu trac nay duoc day
vao mot chiéu kich phé phéan sau séc hon. Butler khong chi héi ham mudn hinh thanh
tr khoang cach gitta nhu cau va yéu cau ra sao. Ba 14t lai van dé: ngay tix dau, diéu gi
quy dinh mot yéu cau dugc xem la hop 16? Ham mudn khong con la mét chuyén dong
trung tinh cua céi biéu dat. N6 mang d&u vét cia nhiing loai trir xa hoi tir trede khi chu
thé cat 10i. Butler nhan manh: “Ham mudn khong phai la sy them khat thoa man, cling
khong phai la doi hai tinh yéu, ma la sai biét nay sinh tit phép trit ctia cai triedce ra khoi

15 “Desire is the metonymy of being in the subject; the phallus is the metonymy of the subject in
being.”

16 “Lacan refers to it as a metonymy in the sense that it presents itself first in one form and then
in another, the root of which is nevertheless always the same loss, the same alienation or
castration. The part of our being that was alienated or castrated as we came into language seeks
forever thereafter to appear, to come into being “on the other side,” as it were”
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cdi sau, hién tuong ctia su phan tach gitta chung (Spaltung).”'” (Butler, 1987, tr.192). Nhin
tr day, chudi hodn du ctia ham mudn ludn cho theo nhitng mat mét khong dugc cong
nhan. Mbi d6i twong vira la vat thay thé, vira 1a tim man che nhitng gi khong duoc phép
hién dién. Diéu nay tao nén sttc am anh khon nguoi ctia Chét ¢ Venice. Aschenbach khong
bao gio goi thang tén diéu minh khao khat. Ham mudn ay khong thé xuat hién nhie mot
yéu cau chinh déng trong khong gian xa hoi ctia 6ng. Ong khong nhin Tadzio nhu mét
cau bé bang xwong bang thit. Ong nhin qua chudi hinh twong than thoai Hy Lap:
Okeanos, Eros, Hyakinthos, Narcissus, Psychagog. Chi bang con duong hoan du day
dau don ay, 6ng mai co6 thé chiu dung, tri hoan va lam cho ham mudn queer ciia minh
hién hinh trong ngén ngtt.

That ra, ngay tit khoanh khac dau tién, ta da thdy mot nd luc thanh loc. Khi
Aschenbach vi Tadzio vdi Okeanos'® (Mann, 1912, tr.81), hinh anh dai dwong bao la va
c6 xua, ong dang lam mot dong tac rat quen thudc ctia chu thé bi kim nén: nang ham
muon 1én thanh mot thit gi d6 cao ca hon chinh nd. Cau bé vuot thoat khai thuec tai caa
mot than thé gy xao dong d€ vuon tdi tam voc ctia mot biéu twong: biéu twong cta ty
do, ctia cai vo han, va ciia mot stec song nguyén so ma nguoi nghé si da danh mat trong
doi song ky luat cua minh. Nhung su thing hoa ay khong kéo dai duwoc 1au. Béi ngay
sau d¢6, Eros! xuat hién (Mann, 1912, tr.89), khong phai nhu mot vi than hién hoa cta céi
dep, ma nhu mot luc luong nhap nh.%mg, noi cai dep luon ngm lién v6i nhuc cam. Va
chinh ¢ day, ta thdy r0 sy trugt: tt mot my hoc thuan khiét sang mot rung dong than
xac ma chinh 6ng khong thé goi tén truc tiép. Tadzio, trong khoanh khic &y, khong con
la dai duong nita; cau tro thanh mot sitc hut, mot luc kéo, mot 10i goi ma chinh
Aschenbach ciing khong hiéu hét. Cai trueot Ay tiép tuc lan rong, nhw thé mot khi da bat
dau, n6 khong thé dung lai. Khi 6ng nghi dén Kleitos hay Kephalos® (Mann, 1912, tr.93),
nhiing chang trai xinh dep bi cac vi than bat di, cting la khi 6ng ddi dién voi mot ndi so
rat con nguodi: ndi so mat ddi twong. Tadzio, trong dnh nhin ctia Aschenbach, luén &
trong trang thai ¢ thé bién mat: bi thoi gian cudn di, bi gia dinh dwa di noi khac, hoac
don gian 1a roi khoi tam mat 6ng. Diéu dang néi 1a ndi so nay khong bao gio duoc thira
nhan nhu mot ndi so truc tiép; né phai muon dén nhitng cau chuyén c6 xua dé ton tai.
Va r6i Orion?! xuét hién (Mann, 1912, tr.94), hinh twong cua ké san dudi nhu mot dau

hiéu ctia mot cam xuc khac, am tham hon nhung ciing d@ dodi hon: ghen tudng.

17 “Thus desire is neither appetite for satisfaction, nor the demand for love, but the difference
which arises from the subtraction of the first from the second, the phenomenon of their splitting”

18 Okeanos 1a than bién trong huyén thoai Hy Lap.
19'Vij than tinh i trong huyén thoai Hy Lap, con ctia nit than sic dep Aphrodite
20 Hai chang tho san ¢ x&t Attika, theo huyén thoai Hy Lap bi nit than Rang Dong bt cde.

21 Orion trong huyén thoai Hy Lap la con trai than Poseidon, bi nit than Rang Dong Eos theo dudi,
vé sau bién thanh mot chom sao trén troi.



Ham mudn queer trong Chét 6 Venice ciia Thomas Mann: mQt tiép can tiv Iy ludn vé chii thé ...

Aschenbach khong thé cham vao Tadzio, khong thé néi chuyén, khong thé budc qua
khoang céch xa hdi va dao ditc, nhung 6ng van ghen véi nhitng cau bé khac, véi bat ky
ai c6 thé€ & gan Tadzio mot cach tu nhién. D6 1a mot ki€u ghen rat la: ghen trong im ldng,
ghen ma khong c6 quyén thita nhan minh dang ghen.

Nhung c6 1& diém dau nhét cta toan bd chudi hoan du nay nam & Hyakinthos
va Narcissus 2 (Mann, 1912, tr.99). Khi Aschenbach nghi dén Hyakinthos - chang trai tré
bi giét trong mot tro choi, ta bat dau thdy mot linh cam vé cai chét (Mann, 1912, tr.96).
Ham muoén ¢ day khong con khu biét & mirc d6 ctia mot luc séng, tri lai, mot thix gi do
dang rat nguy hiém, chi can tién thém mot budc niva, moi thit sé sup do. Va thuc té, nod
da sup d6: dién ra qua mot sy muc riva tir tr v ca thé xac lan tinh than, chit khong phai
bf?mg mot hanh dong kich tinh. Con Narcissus, c6 1€ 1a hinh twong tan nhan nhat béi 16,
nd mo ra mot chiéu sau khac: chiéu sau cua su soi gwong. Khi Aschenbach nhin Tadzio,
song hanh v6i viéc 6ng nhin ra mét d6i tuwong bén ngoai, dng con nhin thay chinh minh,
nhung la mot phién ban da mat: tudi tré, sy thuan khiét, kha niang duoc khao khat ma
khong can che gidu. Nu cwoi ctia Tadzio, vi thé, khong dung lai & mét ctr chi biéu cam,
n6 chinh 1a mot tim guong phan chiéu sy mé dam va dau dén caa Aschenbach. Boi diéu
ong khao khat von Chéng phai cdu bé kia; dung hon, d6 la sy hién than cia mot kha thé
ban than da that lac ttr 1au.

Théan Psychagog? khong hita hen sit chiém htu hay thoa man nhuc duc; Ngai
htta hen sy két thtic (Mann, 1912, tr.140). Viéc vi Tadzio véi vi than dan hén cho thdy
ham mudn ctia Aschenbach da trueot dén tan cung ctia chudi hoan du: 6ng khong con
khao khat “c6 dwgc” Tadzio trong thé gidi thuc tai nay nita, ma khao khat duoc “di theo”
cau vao cdi chét. Cai chét lic nay tré thanh hinh thirc duy nhat dé€ htru thé ctia éng dwoc
giai thoat khoi sy tha hda cua ngdn nglr va nhitng cdm doan xa hdi von da giam cam

1" N

ong sudt ca doi nguoi. Khai niém “vét nit” (Spaltung) ctia Lacan dac biét hitu dung
trong viéc md ta ham mudn ctia nam nghé si. Aschenbach da danh ca doi dé han gan vét
nit d6 bang ky luat sat ¢4 ctia mot nghé si khic ky. Thé nhung, khi Tadzio déng trudc
bién khoi ménh méng, gio tay chi vé phia chan troi nhi mot vi than dan hon, vét niet Ay
da ri bo dién mao ctia mot ndi dau can chira lanh hay mot bi méat can che gidu, ma khoac
1én minh hinh hai ctia mdt canh ctta rong mé. Thomas Mann da viét vé khoanh khéc ay
v6 cling am anh: “Ong cam thay nhu than Psychagog tréang toat va yéu kiéu ngoai khoi
dang mim cudi véi 6ng, vay goi dng; hinh nhuw vi than Ay vita nhac ban tay dat trén hong
1én chi ra xa, 16i chdp chéi bay 1én dan duong vao khoang khong ménh mong day hira
hen. Va nhu bao lan trudc, 6ng ding day cat budc di theo” (Mann, 1912, tr.140). Day
chinh la su giao thoa i thuong gitra cai ta can (sy giai thoat tuyét doi) va cai ta co (cai

2 Chang trai xinh dep bi cac vi than ghen ti lam cho say mé cdi bong ctia chinh minh, qua dau
kho vi khong thoa nguyén ma qua doi bién thanh loai hoa thuy tién.
2 Vi than dén linh hon nguoi chét dwa vé thé gidi bén kia.
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chét). Phép hoan du diing lai & day vi khong con “d6i tuong” nao khac trén thé gian nay
dé€linh hon 6ng o thé truot toi niva. Hiru thé ctia Aschenbach, von bi phan manh va tha
héa trong mé cung ctia danh vong va ngon tit, nay tim thdy sy “hop nhat” cudi cung,
mot su toan ven kinh hoang trong sw im 1dng vinh cttu ctia cai chét bén bo bién Venice
dai dién cho hw vo.

Ttr nhiing hu cdu tuong trung trong tién trinh dwong twong hoa, “tiv mot Cai
khac dén cai khac” (From an Other to the other) (chit dung ctua Lacan) ching ta budc
phai ddt ra mot cau hoi: Co ché nao da giup cac hinh tuong than thoai lién tuc thay thé
nhau d€ ganh vac chitc ndng ctia ham mudén? Néu cac biéu tuwgng nhu Okeanos, Eros,
Kleitos, Kephalos, Orion, Hyakinthos, Narcissus hay Psychagog chi xudt hién mot cach
ngau nhién trong tam tri Aschenbach, chudi van dong nay khé cé thé tao nén mot chinh
thé nhdt quan ndi tai manh mé dén thé. b€ ly giai diéu nay, tu twong cua Lacan trong
Hoi thdo I1I: Loan thin (Seminar I1I: The Psychoses) mang lai mot goi y dac biét sau sic. Khi
ban luan v6i Roman Jakobson vé hai truc c6t 16i ciia ngon ngir la twong dong (similarity)
va ké can (contiguity), Lacan da khang dinh: “hoén du ton tai ngay tit khoi dau va lam
cho an du tré nén kha hiru”?* (Lacan, 1955-1956/1993, tr.227). Khéng dinh nay cho thdy
mot chudi lién két gifta cac biéu dat da hinh thanh tir trudc, lam tién dé cho s xuat hién
cua cac hinh twgng than thoai dudi dang nhiing phép thay thé giau tinh thi ca. Néi cach
khac, Okeanos, Eros hay Narcissus la két qua cia mot qua trinh van dong sau xa trong
cdu truc ngdn ngtr, chtt khong phai diém khoi dau cia ham muoén. Duc vong khong tiép
can d6i tuong theo mot duong thang duy nhat. N6 duy tri se song bang cach trueot lién
tuc tir biéu dat nay sang biéu dat khac trong mot mang ludi lién tuwong bat tan. Chinh vi
vay, Lacan méi nhan dinh rfing cai duoc biéu dat khong ty than di chuyén gitra cac doi
twong; “suw chuyén giao ctia cai dwoc biéu dat chi c6 thé dién ra nho vao ciu truc cta
ngon ngt”? (Lacan, 1955-1956/1993, tr.226). Cai ma chu thé tim kiém khong phai la mot
d6i twong t&i hau & cudi hanh trinh, ma 1a sy tiép dién khong ngting ctia chinh chudi
biéu dat d6. Ddi tuwgng, suy cho cung, chi la mot tram dung chan tam thoi trong mot
chuyén dong von di khong bao gio dat dén sy hoan tat.

Doéng gop dac biét ctia 1ap luan nay la viéc Lacan da dich chuyén hoan du tt
pham vi tu ttr hoc thuan tiy sang dia hat cia ham muén. Truyén thong van hoc thuong
xem hoan du la viéc 1dy by phéan thay cho toan thé, hodc dung mot vat gan gai dé€ goi
tén mot sy vat khac. Nguoc lai, Lacan nhin thdy trong hoan du co ché nén tang cta sy
dau tu duc nang. @ng nhan xét: “chi nhing 16 trinh hét strc dac thu maéi ¢ thé khién
mot chi tiét tré thanh vat dan duong cho chic ning ham mudn”* (Lacan, 1955-

2 “Metonymy exists from the beginning and makes metaphor possible.”
%5 “The transference of the signified is possible only by virtue of the structure of language”

2 “Only quite specific paths can make a detail the guide of the desiring function”
11
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1956/1993, tr.228). Quan diém nay to ra ddc biét httu hiéu khi 4p dung vao viéc phan tich
téc pham Chét 6 Venice. Boi 16, ham mudn ctia Aschenbach khong hé bat ngudn tir nhitng
cai tén nhu Okeanos, Eros hay Psychagog. N6 khoi di tir nhiing chi tiét kha giac rat nho
0 Tadzio: mai toc mau mat ong, dang di thanh t, nu cuoi mo ho, lan da tréing nhot dudi
nang he, hay than thé thiéu nién thot 4n thoat hién trong ddm dong. Nhitng chi tiét nho
bé ay dan duoc ddc quyén hda, roi tro thanh tam diém ctia toan bo doi song duc vong.
Theo mach nghi d6, cac hinh twong than thoai xudt hién ¢ giai doan sau khong phai la
nguyén nhan sinh ra ham mudn, ma 1a san phdm cua moét qua trinh hoan du hoa kéo
dai. Ching dai dién cho nd luec lién tuc ctia chti thé nham kéo dai sy séng ctia ham mudn
bang cach bd sung nhitng biéu dat méi vao chudi bidu dat sdn c6. Tiép can theo huéng
nay, chudi Okeanos, Eros, Kleitos, Kephalos, Orion, Hyakinthos, Narcissus va
Psychagog khong con 1a nhitng hinh anh trang tri thuan tiy cho dién ngdn m§ hoc ctia
Thomas Mann. Chiing chinh 1a bang chting cho thdy ham mudn queer ctia Aschenbach
chi c6 thé ton tai thong qua mot qua trinh dich chuyén biéu dat lién tuc. Trudce khi Tadzio
hoa than thanh vi than dai dwong, vi than tinh yéu hay vi than dan hon, cau da hién dién
nhu mot tap hop cac dau hiéu roi rac trong truong tri giac cia Aschenbach. Chinh sy
13p lai, nGi két va ké can gitra cac dau hiéu ay da dét nén ciu truc ha tang hoan du cta
ham muén theo cach goi cua Lacan. Vi thé, than thoai khong che gidu mét y nghia c6
sén nam phia sau ham muén; ngwoc lai, né 1a co ché san sinh y nghia cho chinh ham
mudn d6. Mdi hinh tuong méi xudt hién déu mé dwong cho duc vong tiép tuc van dong,
giup chu thé tranh phai d6i dién tryece tiép voi diéu ma minh khong thé goi tén.

Tuy nhién, tai sao chu thé lai phai di qua tat ca nhitng hinh twong nay thay vi lya
chon cach néi thang? O diém nay, chung ta c6 thé quay lai véi goc nhin ctia Butler: ham
mudn ctia Aschenbach 1a m¢t ham mudén khong duwoc phép ton tai trong khong gian xa
hoi duong thoi. N6 khong thé bién thanh mot “yéu cau” hop 1€, cling khong thé duoc
phat ngon nhw mot diéu chinh dang. Do d6, n6 budc phai lwa chon con duwong vong.
Trong bdi canh nay, than thoai khéng don thuan la mét lya chon thdm my, ma 1a mot
chién lugc sinh ton cua ngdn ngt. N6 cho phép Aschenbach néi ma khong ndi, thira
nhan ma khong thtra nhan, duoc séng cung ham muoén ctia minh ma khéng phai d6i
mat truc tiép voi nd. Boi vay, “ngon ngl ctia chu thé tat yéu la ngdn nglt cia ham mudn
bi chuyén vi”? (Butler, 1987, tr.193). Thé nhung, chinh con dwong vong va su chuyén vi
lién tuc ay lai sinh ra mot sy phén tach day dau dén cho chu thé. Trong thé gidi nghé
thuat cia Thomas Mann, noi chiu anh huwong sau séc tir Friedrich Nietzsche, nhtng dau
hiéu nay thuc chat la nd luc tuyét vong cta tinh than Apollo (biéu twong cua trat ty va
ly tri) nham kim kep va bao boc cho ban ning Dionysus (biéu twgng ctia hdn mang va
dam mé). C6 thé ndi, “sy vang vong cua cha thé” (theo thuat nglt cia Lacan) trong con
ngudi Aschenbach da dwgc Thomas Mann khac hoa mdt cach phtic tap thong qua con

27 “The speech of the subject is of necessity a speech of displaced desire.”
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duong hoan dy, mot co ché “ddc trung cho viéc lam giau thé gidi con nguroi mot cach
hiéu qua”? (Lacan, 1958-1959, tr.16). Du thé gidi ndi tam ctia Aschenbach ¢ trd nén 1ong
lay va sdng dong dén dau nho cac dién tich than thoai, su phong pht nay thuc chat lai
chinh 1a mot sy tri hoan. Ong da duing mot chudi vo tan cac ky hiéu (signifiers) dé thay
thé cho nhau, muc dich 1a d€ né tranh viéc phai doi dién vdi cai “cai dugc biéu dat”
(signified) thuc su: mot ham mudn bi cAm doan.

2.2.3. Khoang cach va ham mudn

Cudi cung, khodng cdch sé la khia canh quan trong ma chung t6i sé khao sat va
phan tich. Béi 16, day chinh la noi dwa ra mét cau tra 1oi chinh xac vé ban thé luan cta
ham mudn queer. Trong qua trinh giai ma, chiing toi sé€ phan tich nguyén nhan va y
nghia biéu tuong tiém an trong cai chét cia Aschenbach tir quan diém truyén thong ctia
Lacan va tiép d9, la hau Lacan véi dai biéu la Valle Junior, sau dé la sy hoi két mang
tinh goi m& ctia Butler vé chinh ban thé thuan khiét cia ham mudn queer. Trong Chét ¢
Venice, khodng cich trong nhiéu cach doc truyén thong thuwong duoc soi chiéu dudi lap
treong ctia nhitng c&m doén luan ly, gido diéu. Nguoi ta tin rdng Aschenbach khong thé
cham dén Tadzio boi nhitng rao can cua dao diic va trat ty xa hoi, bién khoang cach
thanh mot hé qua tat yéu. Thé nhung, néu ta budc vao ngit viee cia hé théng dién ngodn
Jacques Lacan va nhitng suy twdng hau Lacan ctia Valle Junior, cdi nhin hién twong luan
dy s& nhuong chd cho mot cau tric sdu tham hon ctia ham muén.

Ham mudn, trong s suy tu ctia Lacan, chura bao gio 1a mdt mii tén ban trang
dich; n6 1a mot xung nang vinh vién xoay quanh mot hd den thiéu hut nén tang. Doi
twgng ciia ham mudn chi hién httru nhv mot diém hen ludn bi tri hoan, moét cai “& do”
vd cting &m anh nhung vinh vién khong thé nam bat. Boi vay, khodng cich vuot thoat
khoi dinh nghia vé mot biic tuwong ngén cach tir bén ngoai d€ tro thanh chinh co ché ndi
tai cia ham muodn. Lacan da kéo cing cdu truc nay vé phia cai chét, boi 1€ “sy xam lan
cua cai chét 1én doi sdng nay mang lai tinh nang déng cho bat ky cdu hdi nao tim cach
hinh thanh mot cach dién dat cho chu thé ctia sy hién thiee hda ham mudn”? (Lacan,
1992, tr.294). Khodng cich lGc nay dong vai tro kép: n6 vira nuéi dudng ham mudn, nhung
né cing vira ddy cha thé vao mot cudc ddi thoai sinh t&r v6i gidi han t6i hau. Dén cubi

28 “Similarly, the commutativity of the signifier becomes an essential dimension for the
production of the signified. This means that the very substitution of one signifier for another
signifier comes to lie at the origin of the multiplication of significations that characterize the
enriching of the human world in an effective way -that is, in a way that reverberates in the
subject&#39;s consciousness.”

2 “Try to imagine what "to have realized one's desire" might mean, if it is not to have realized it,
so to speak, in the end. It is this trespassing of death on life that gives its dynamism to any
question that attempts to find a formulation for the subject of the realization of desire.”
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cung, cau hoi nghiét nga: “liéu ching ta c6 trung thanh v6i ham muén cta minh hay
khong 2”730 (Lacan, 1992, tr.311), chi c6 thé duoc thét 1én tir ngudng ctra ctia hu vo.

Véi Aschenbach, khodng cich dwoc md ta mot cach xuyén sudt qua cai nhin. Ong
khong cham, khong noéi, dng chi nhin, mét hanh vi trung gian dé€ ham mudn ton tai ma
khong bi thiéu rui boi su chiém hiru thuc tai. Tadzio chang phai mdt chu thé d€ d6i thoai;
dung hon, cau chinh la mot ao anh khong ngting truegt khoi tam tay. Khi Tadzio “Bi lan
nudc rong ngan cach véi dat lién, bi con hon déi tu ai ngdn cach véi ban be, cau budc di,
mot minh mot bong 1€ loi, mai téc tung bay, ngoai bién, trong gid, trén nén swong mo
mit vo bién” (Mann, 1912, tr.139), khoang cach vat ly da hoa than thanh mot vic tham
biéu tuwong. Aschenbach, trong khi “nga lung trén lung ghé, tir tir quay theo ¢t dong ctia
nguodi bude di xa, ldc nay mai dau ay ngang cao 1én, nhu d& dén nhan anh mat nguoi
kia, r6i guc xudng nguc” (Mann, 1912, tr.140), da chon cach kéo dai khodng cich &y dén
tan cung d€ duy tri sy song cho ham mudn. Tuy nhién, su sup d0 cua khodng cich nay
chinh la tham kich. Lacan da nhiéu lan canh bao vé vung cyc han mang tén “vung gitra
hai céi chét”? (Lacan, 1992, tr.320), chiéu kich ma chu thé€ da lia bo thé gidi biéu tuong
nhung van chua tan bién vé sinh hoc, trd thanh ké “chét gitra long ngudi séng”3 (Lacan,
1992, tr.320). Céi chét ctia Aschenbach khong xay dén khi ham mudn nay nd, ma chi khi
sw trung gian hda tan v&. Gidy phit ma “Ong cam thdy nhw than Psychagog trang toat
va yéu kiéu ngoai khoi dang mim cudi véi dng, vay goi 6ng; hinh nhw vi than &y vira
nhac ban tay dit trén hong 1én chi ra xa, roi chap chéi bay 1én dan duong vao khoang
khong ménh mong day hira hen. Va nhu bao lan trudce, 6ng dung day cat budce di theo.”
(Mann, 1912, tr.140), khong thé duoc lap luan nhu moét yéu t6 mang dang dap ctia mot
sw ctru 16i: N6i trdng ra, d6 1a sw roi tw do vao noi khodng cich khong con nita, noi cht
thé bi nudt ching boi mot chuyén dong khong thé van hoi.

Nhung néu chi nhin qua Lacan, ta dé [am twong gitt khodng cdch 1a mot chuan
muc dao dtc d€ ton tai. Valle Junior®® da mo rong bién do nay bf“mg cach nhan manh
tinh duw ra* (excess) cuia ham mudn. Duc vong vuot thoat khoi dinh nghia vé mot sy

% “Have you acted in conformity with your desire?”
31 “The zone between-two-deaths”
32 “Dead among the living”

3 Luiz Valle Junior la mét hoc gia duong dai ndi bat trong viéc két ndi cac miét xich gitta Phan
tam hoc Lacan, Ly thuyét Queer va Chinh trj tinh duc. Ong 1a tac gia ctia cudn sach Queer Theory,
Lacanian Psychoanalysis, Sexual Politics: From Norm to Desire (xudt ban nam 2020 boi Palgrave
Macmillan), mot cong trinh quan trong nghién ctru vé cach cha thé d6i dién véi cac dinh mae xa
hoéi va ham mudn ca nhan.

34 Valle Junior bit dau tir cach Lacan doc Marx. Trong Marx, cht nghia tu ban van hanh nho mét

phén du goi la gia tri thang du: nguoi cong nhan ban stic lao ddng véi mot mike lwong nhét dinh,

nhung stic lao ddng ay khi duoc sit dung lai tao ra nhiéu gia tri hon s6 tién duoc tra. Phan chénh
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thiéu hut don thuan dé hién than thanh mot sy chuyén dich khong ngting: “Chinh vi t6i
khong bao gio dugce thoa man boi nhitng ddi twong ma toi ¢d thé dat duoc, nén t6i moi
6 thé c6 mot cam thirc vé ham mudn nhu chinh su van dong tir d6i twong nay sang doi
twong khac, mot cam thirc vé moi quan hé ctia ban than toi voi su thiéu hut nhu vay,
vira la su thi€éu hut trong chinh téi vira la su thiéu hut trong moi d6i twong kha htru.”3
(Valle Junior, 2025, tr.78). Tt goc nhin &y, khodng cich vuot ra ngoai tam kiém soat cua
viéc chu dong “gitt”, d€ hién dién nhu mot hé qua cua sy truegt dai vinh ctru. Long trung
thanh v6i ham mudn vi thé tro thanh mét an s6 quéi di, mot su dan than vao “cai khé
do nhét va, cd kha nang, quai di nhét trong con nguoi”?* (Valle Junior, 2025, tr.77). Céi
chét ctia Aschenbach, suy cho cting, la minh chting cho mét hanh trinh da cham t6i diém
ma tai d6, moi khoang cach déu hda thach, noi chuyén déng cia ham mudn cudi cung
cling tim thay su lang im tuyét doi.

Sw bat dinh trong viéc dinh vi liéu Aschenbach ¢ thuc su “trung thanh véi ham
muoén” ctia minh hay khong sé duoc soi t6 mot cach thau sudt hon néu chung ta dat noé
trong qua trinh d6i thoai v6i nhiing suy tu ctia Judith Butler trong Nhitng cam thirc ciia
chil thé (Senses of the Subject). Di sdu vao ndi tuyét vong u uan ctia mot chu thé séng gitra
long thé gidi ctia tha nhan, Butler nhan dién mot trang théi cing thang hét sttc nang né:
chtt th€ ham mudn ludn bi gif?mg xé gitta mot bén la khat vong khai niém hda thiec tai va
mot bén la viéc budng loi, ngoanh maét di tredc nhitng bao Iiec vo hinh cta tw duy. Bi
kich sé ap dén khi chu thé ¢6 cong hién thyce hoa hay tu tir hoa tinh yéu va ham mudn
vao trong khuon khd ctia dién ngoén nham nd liee rit ngan khoang cach dé dat dén su
hop nhat khién cuong. Nguoc lai, néu khudc tir diéu d6, cha thélai tro nén lac 16ng, ngo
ngac treede sp tru pht va nguyén so ctia dong chay tinh yéu. Do d6, khong phai vo cé
ma Butler viét: “Bat ky su két tinh nao ma triét hoc mang lai, rot cudc cling déu ép cai vo
han vao mét hinh hai hitu han va mang tinh khong gian va theo mét nghia nao d6, né
lam ngung dong dong thoi gian cua cai vo han dy, nhu thé dwa vao tién trinh ay mot
yéu t6 lam no tro nén tri tre, can ¢bi.”¥ (Butler, 2015, tr.170). Né&u ta soi chiéu kiét tac
Chét ¢ Venice cia Thomas Mann tit nay diém nhin nay ctia Butler, mot sy chuyén dich
can ban trong nhan thtec budc phai duoc thiét 1ap: ham mudn gio day thay vi 1la mot

léch d6 1a gia tri thang du. Diém quan trong la phan du nay khong dén tir gian 1an c4 nhan, ma
tir chinh c&u trtc ctia hé théng. Lacan tiép nhan diém nay khi cho rang gid tri thing du la “céi
nay sinh ti logic tw ban”, tc it cdch dién ngdn tir ban dwoc t& chiic

3% “It is because I am never satisfied by the objects I can acquire that I can have a sense of desire
as the very movement from one object to the next, a sense of my own rapport with lack as such,
both the lack in myself and that which is lacking in all possible objects”

% “Fidelity to (dis-covering, reconstructing, interpreting) desire is at once fidelity to what is most
inscrutable and, potentially, monstrous in the human.)”

% “Whatever crystallization philosophy provides invariably gives a finite and spatial form to the
infinite - and in some ways stops its time, entering a deadening element into that process.”
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xung nang chiém doat ngoai vat, lai hién than nhu mot maoi twong quan chi ¢ thé sinh
ton nho vao chinh khoang cach diéu ky, bat kha su 1ap day gitta chu thé va cai dich ma
no hudng vong.

Goi dan ma Butler d4t ra, ¢a phan nao gitip cho chung ta nam bat dwoc mét co
ché tinh vi va dau d6n hon rat nhiéu so véi nhiing cach doc thong thuong von chi quy
két cho cac rao can luan ly. Ham mudn cua éng khong hé bi bop nghet tir ngoai gidi, trai
lai, n6 dwgc nuodi dudng va dong thoi bi de doa boi chinh cai khuon mau tinh thin ma
ong dung d€ cham vao né. Lac nay, cau hoi truy van khoéng con 1a ham mudén cta
Aschenbach rdt cu¢c dang hudng vé “dung” do6i tuwong nao, ma la: diéu gi sé xay dén
khi ham mudn lai them khat chiém httu ddi twong nhu mot tu san, mot di€ém twa xac
quyét hay mot chiéc guwong soi chiéu can tinh ctia chinh minh? Nhu Butler da chi ra, doi
song vo han cta tinh yéu hay ham mudn khong thé phoi minh dwdi 4nh sang cua tu duy
ma khong bi hitu han hoéa va dong cting, nghia la bi tiém nhiém mot thi doc chat “lam
chét”. Moi nd lyc dic khudn céi sdng thanh mét hinh thé cu thé déu phai tra gia bang
sw kiét qué tu than; suy tw, chiém hitu hay s& hitru vi thé khong don thuan 1a nhiing thao
tac nhan thic v6 can, ma chinh la nhitng xung liec hay diét am tham van hanh ngay
trong long tinh yéu. B6i véi Aschenbach, bi kich khong dung lai ¢ su bat luc vi khéng
thé cham téi hinh hai Tadzio. Nbi dau ay sau tham hon: Tadzio dan bi nang d6 d€ tro
thanh mot diém két tinh tuyét d6i cia ham mudn, mot biéu twong vira mé hoac dén ra
roi vita vinh vién bat kha chiém doat. Chinh tai diém nit nay, ham muén trueot dai vao
hd sau tuyét vong. Chu thé gio day chi c6 thé bau viu sy ton tai ctia minh vao mot bong
hinh vd vong; nhung nguy khén thay, hé nay sinh y niém “muén c6”, mudn so hitu hay
dong hoa no, chu thé lap tiec bop chét cai nhua song thanh tan von lam nén stic manh
ctia ham muon. Doc theo mach ngudn nay, khodng cich ngan chia gitta Aschenbach va
Tadzio khong phai la mot bat hanh ngoai canh, ma chinh la chiéc kén bao toan sau cung
gitt cho ham mudn khong bi vat hda thanh mot mon d6 tho kéch. Chirng nao khoang
trong 4y con hién dién, ham mudén van con 1a mot vi diéu nhip nhang gitra cai httu han
va vO han, gitta cai nhin si mé va diéu khong thé dung chita tron ven. Nguoc lai, khi cha
thé cd bién chuyén dong séng déng ay thanh mdt chan ly déng cing cho riéng minh,
ham muén 1ap ttic sa vao diéu ma Kierkegaard (qua su dan giai ctia Butler) goi la mot
“quan h¢ sai 1éch”3® (Butler, 2015, tr.114): cdi toi qurim quai tuyét vong vi khong thé hoan
toan trd thanh chinh minh, ciing chang thé hoa lam mét véi d6i teong ma né ton tho.
Noi cach khéc, ndi tuyét vong ctia Aschenbach khong nay sinh tit nhitng cAm doan khat
khe ctia xa hoi hay that bai mang tinh co hoc trong viéc ti€p can doi tuong.

3 “In fact, despair is defined by Kierkegaard as “a misrelation”, one that confirms the failure of
any final mediation and therefore signals the decisive limit to the com-prehensive claims of the
philosophy of reflection.?”
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Viéc bi bop nghet gitra hai gong kim tw duy - mot bén la ménh 1énh dao dtc sat
da cua Jacques Lacan vé viéc phai “trung thanh v6i ham mudn”, va bén kia la su dan
than vo bo bén vao tinh du ra bat tan cia ham mudn nhw Junior Valle goi md v6 hinh
trung day chung ta vao mot thé ludng phan hét stee khién cueong. Nhin tir quan diém
cua Judith Butler, chinh cai cach ta ddt van dé nhu mét sy lya chon mang tinh loai trie
ay da tu nd la mot thao tac tuyét d6i hda va nhi nguyén hda ban chat vén di da doan cta
ham mudn. Boi 1€, duwdi goc nhin cua Butler, cht thé von di chwa bao gio ¢6 thé cham téi
mot diém tu dong nhat tron ven va tinh tai véi ham muén ctia chinh minh. Moi nd luc
nham déng dinh mot 1ap treong 6n dinh cho ban nga, di khoac 1én tdm 4o ctia sy “trung
thanh” ngoan cuong hay sy “budng loi” theo dong chay du thita déu tiém an mot nguy
co hién sinh dang so: do 1a sy két tinh hda va dong ctiing mot thue thé von di chi c6 thé
song bang cach lién tuc van dong va truot di trén nhitng bo bén ctia y niém. Chinh vi
vay, nghién cttu queer, trong chiéu sau dich thuc ctia nd, khong nhat thiét phai doc long
truy tim mot ban sic duwoc bao chiing béi sy lira chon ding dan giita hai thai ciee quyét
dinh luén day quyén luc dy. Trai lai, né khai phéng mot khong gian dung dudng noi
tinh bat 6n, sy 1éch pha va khoang tréng cdu trac linh thiéng cua ham mudn dwoc bao
toan nhu chinh diéu kién tién quyét cho sy kha hitu ctia chu thé. Trong toa d6 khong
gian khong bién thuy nay, ham mudn rot bo ganh ndng bi quy hoi vé mét déi twong cu
thé, mot ban sic dong khung hay moét nguyén tic dao duic t8i hau. N6 hién dién thanh
thoat nhu mot chuyén dong khong ngting bi tri hoan, mét quad trinh séng dong ludn lam
ran ntit ti bén trong moi nd luc dong nhat hoa thd bao

3. KET LUAN

Tom lai, Khi dat Chét ¢ Venice cia Thomas Mann vao cudc déi thoai voi ly luan
vé chi thé€ ham mudn cta Judith Butler, géc nhin ctia ching ta vé ham mudn queer da
hoan toan thay doi. N6 khong con bi dong khung nhuw mot sy 1éch lac ca nhan, hay mot
ban nang tam ly bi kim nén. Ban chét cia ham mudn nay la mot cu trac phic tap, duoc
kién tao va van hanh trong cac quan hé trung gidi. Qua ba binh dién - anh nhin, chudi
hoan du va khoang cach, hanh trinh ndi tam cua Aschenbach hién lén day khéc khoai.
D6 1a moét chuyén dong mau thuan sau sic: vira khat khao duoc thira nhan, lai vira lién
tuc bi tri hoan va léch hudng bdi rao can ctia ngdn ngtt, chudn muc dao duic cung trat ty
di tinh. Chinh vi khong thé hién dién mot cach truc tiép va chinh danh, ham mudn dy
budc phai chon con dwong vong. N6 nuong nau vao thé gidi cua hinh anh, than thoai,
vao nhiing khoang cach va sy im lang. Tuy nhién, day lai la m¢t nghich ly day tinh nhan
van. Nhitng hinh thtrc an minh nay khong don thuan dé che giau. Chang chinh la diéu
kién sdng c6t tuy, giip ham mudn duoc ton tai, duoc duy tri va khong ngling san sinh
y nghia. Nghién cttu nay 1a nd luc khang dinh stic s6ng ctia su giao thoa ly thuyét. Viec
két hop gitra ly thuyét gidi, phan tam hoc va nghién cttu van hoc la vo cung can thiét.
L4i tiép can nay giup chung ta doc lai cac van ban kinh dién dwdi anh sang cua thoi dai,
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noi nhitng tran trd vé chua thé, ban sc va tinh kha hitu ctia ham muén luén nhic nhéi.
T day, nhitng 16i di méi cling mo ra, thoi thic nhiing kiém tim tiép theo. Chung ta cd
thé mo& rong khao sat ham mudn queer trong toan b dong van hoc hién dai chu nghia.
Mot hudng di khac la so sanh co ché cia anh nhin, khoang cach va sy thang hoa tham
my gitta cac vin ban van hoc chau Au. Cudi cling, viéc dat Judith Butler trong thé d&i
thoai v6i Jacques Lacan, Jean-Paul Sartre cung cac ly thuyét queer hau cdu truc sé la mot
hanh trinh day hta hen. Sit két n6i ay sé lam r6 hon mdt thién chtrc cia van chuong: kha
nang kién tao va nang niu nhitng hinh théi séng, nhitng ban sic va nhitng khat vong
von chua bao gio dwgce xa hoi thira nhan mét cach tron ven.
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ABSTRACT

This article opens with a concise discussion of Judith Butler’s concept of the “Subjects
of Desire”, highlighting that subjectivity is not an autonomous or self-contained
entity but is continually constituted through complex mediating processes shaped
by the pursuit of recognition from others. From this perspective, desire is
understood not as a singular, internal drive but as an ongoing dynamic between
identification and alienation, through which the subject simultaneously seeks self-
definition and undergoes fragmentation within the very relations that bring it into
being. Building on this theoretical framework, the article offers a re-reading of
Thomas Mann’s Death in Venice to examine queer desire as a complex performative
formation. More specifically, it argues that, through mediating forms such as the
gaze, metonymy, and distance, desire is not merely articulated but continually

sustained through processes of deferral, displacement, and reconfiguration.

Keywords: Death in Venice, Judith Butler, Thomas Mann, speech act, metonymy.
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